
LESSON 3 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

1. Excuse me, (sir)o 

2. 

1 matches 

there are matches 1 

are there matches?l 

2 Do you have a match? 

there aren't [any] matches1 

I don't have [any] matches 1 

3. No. (I don't have a match). 

Mr. Smi th 

Mro Phuong 

(pointing) 

that direction or over there 

matches1 are in that direction 

matches1 are in that direction, 
in sight 

40 There are matches1 (located) right over 
there. 

lMay also be singular 

Xin 16i ông. 

h9P qu~t 

có h9P qu~t 

có h9P qu~t không? 

Ông có h9P qu~t không? 

không có h?p qu~t 

tôi không có h9P qu~t 

D~ khôngo (Tôi không có h9P qu~t). 

dãng kia 

h9P qu~t & dãng kia 

h?p qu~t & dãng kia kla 

Có h?p qu~t & dãng kia kla. 

2From this point on, 'you' as an equiva1ent of ông, bà, cô, etco wi11 not be distinguished 
by superscript 1etters ~, ~, &, etco -- --
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Mr. Smith 

5. Oh, thank you. ~, cám dn ông. 

Mr. Phuong 

6. It's nothing or You're we1come. D~ không có gl. 
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NOTES 

2,3,4. Có belongs to a class of words which will hereafter be called VERBALS. Without a 

preceding subject (either stated or implied), it refers to general existence: 

Có h?p qu~t. 'There are matches.' 

With a subject, có means 'have': 

Tôi có h9P qu~t. 'I have matches.' 

Ông Hài cÜllg có h9P qu~t. 'Mr. Hai has matches, too.' 

When preceded by không, a verbal becomes negative: 

Không có h9P qu~t. 'There aren't any matches.' 

Tôi không có h9P qu~t. 'I don't have any matches.' 

Ông Hài cting không có h9P qu~t. 'Mr. Hai doesn't have any matches, either.' 

2. Statement -rkhông = corresponding question (i.e. a yes-or-no question). Compare: 
~ ~ , A 

Ong ay co h?p qu~t. 'He has matches.' 
~ Á , A A 

and: Ong ay co h?p qu~t khong? 'Does he have matches?' 

Also: 

and: 

Có h?p qu~t. 'There are matches.' 

Có h?p qu~t không? 'Are there matches?' 

The short affirmative answer to such questions is the verbal which occurred in the 

question (in this case có), with or without preceding d~; and the short negative 

answer is không, with or without preceding d~. 

Ông có h?p qu~t không? 'Do you have a match?' 

(D~) có. 'Yes.' (Lit. 'Have.') 

(D~) không. 'No.' 

40 Kla, following dãng kia 'over there', indicates a range within sight, similar to 

English 'right over there'. 
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A. 

DRILLS1 

Substitution Drill 

1. Do you have I a match ? 

2. a eigarette 

Ông eó hªp qu~t I không? 

thuoe 

3. [any] money ti~n 

4. a wateh (~ eloek) '" '" dong-ho 

5. a newspaper báo 

60 a dietionary t .~ u-dlen . 
70 a pen viet 

8. a peneil .-< '\ 
viet ehl 

9. a vehiele xe 

10 0 I a gun 

11. [any] f'ood 

súng 

'" do an 

12. [any] drinking water nude uong 

130 [any] (milled) riee g~o 

l The Vietnamese sentenees in these drills do not distinguish singularity versus 
plurality of' the nouns. Thus, another equivalent of' the f'irst sentenee would be 
'Do you have any matehes?' 
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B. Transformation Dri11 

1. cá h?p qu~t. 

There are [some] matches. 

2. cá ti~n. 

There is rsome] money. 

3. cá d~ an. 

There is [some] food. 

4. cá thuóc. 

There are [some] cigarettes. 

5 ' , ,c • Co nlidc uong. 

There is rsome] drinking water. 

6. cá súng. 

There are [some] guns. 

7 o cá xe. 

There are [some] vehic1es. 

8. cá gt;t0. 

There is [some] rice. 
, ')." ')." 

90 Co dong-ho. 

There is a watch (~ clock). 

cá h?p qu~t không? 

Are there [any] matches? 

'.'" A Co tlen khong? 

Is there [any] money? 
, ')." .... 

Co do an khong? 

Is there [any] food? 

cá thuóc không? 

Are there [any] cigarettes? 
, ,,c .... 

Co nlidc uong khong? 

Is there [any] drinking water? 

cá súng không? 

Are there [any] guns? 

cá xe không? 

Are there [any] vehic1es? 

cá gt;to không? 

Is there [any] rice? 
, ')." ')." A 

Co dong-ho khong? 

Is there a watch (~ clock)? 
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c. Transformation Dri11 

1. Có h9P qu~t. 

There ~re [some] matches. 

2. Có ti~n. 

There is [some] money. 

3. Có xe. 

There are [some] vehic1es. 

4. Có nudc uong. 

There is [some] drinking water. 

5. Có thuoc. 

There are [some] cigarettes. 

6. Có d~ 811. 

There is [some] foodo 

7. Có g~o" 

There is [some] riceo 

8 0 Có súng. 

There are [some] guns" 
, .".( , 

9. Co viet Chl. 

There are [some] penci1s. 

Không có h9P qu~t. 

There aren't [any] matches. 

A '. '" Khong co tlen. 

There isn't [any] money. 

Không có xe. 

There aren't {any] vehic1es. 

Không có nudc uong. 

There isn't [any] drinking water. 

'" , ;.( 

Khong co thuoc. 

There aren't [any] cigarettes. 

Không có d~ arr. 

There isn't [any] food. 

Không có g~o. 

There isn't [any] rice. 

Không có súng. 

There aren't [any] guns. 

A '. ,r( '\ Khong co vlet Chl. 

There aren't [any] penci1s. 
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D. ResEonse Dri11 

1. Có h?p qu~t không? Da không (có hôp quet). . .. 
Are there [any] matches? No. (There aren't [any] matches.) 

2. Có báo không? D~ không (có báo). 

Are there [any] newspapers? No. (There aren't [any] newspapers.) 

3. 
,,... '" 

Co do ãn khong? D~ không (có d~ ãn). 

Is there [any] food? No. (There isn't [any] food.) 

4. Có sÚTlg không? D~ không (có súng). 

Are there [any] guns? No. (There aren' t [ any] gun s. ) 

5. Có g~o không? D~ không (có g~o). 

Is there [any] rice? No. (There isn't [any] rice.) 

6. ' ,,.( '" Co nudc uong khong? D~ không (có nudc uong). 

Is there [any] drinking water? No. (There isn't [any] drinking water.) 
"l ? 

7. Có t~-diên không? Da không (có tU-diên). . . 
Are there [any] dictionaries? No. (There aren' t [any] dictionaries.) 

8 0 Có viet không? D~ không (có viet). 

Are there [any] pens? No. (There aren't [any] pens.) 

9. 
,,,,, ,... " 

Co dong-ho khong? 
" ,,,,, ,... ) 

D~ khong (co dong-ho • 

Are there [any] watches (~ No. (There aren' t [any] watches (~ 
c1ocks)? c1ocks) • 
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E. Response Dri11 

1. cá h?p qu~t không? D~ cá (h?p qu~t). 

Are there [any] matches? Yes. (There are matches.) 

2. ' ;( Â Co thuoc khong? Da có (thuoc). 

Are there [any] cigarettes? Yes. (There are cigarettes.) 

3. 
, ').. Â 

Co tien khong? , ( . ').. ) 
D~ co tlen. 

Is there [any] money? Yes. (There is money.) 

4. Có báo không? D~ có (báo). 

Are there [any] newspapers? Yes. (There are newspapers.) 

5. ' • A 1 "'" Co vlet Chl khong? , (.;( h') ~ co vlet c l • 

Are there [any] penci1s? Yes. (There are pencils.) 

6. Có xe không? D~ có (xe). 

Are there [any] vehic1es? Yes. (There are vehicles.) 

7. ' ').. '" Co do an khong? D~ c ó (d~ ãn). 

Is there [any] food? Yes. (There is food.) 

8. cá gf:!-o không? Df:!- cá (gf:!-0). 

Is there [any] rice? Yes. (There is rice.) 

9. cá sÚIlg không? D~ có (súng). 

Are there [any] guns? Yes. (There are guns.) 
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F. Transformation pri11 

1. Có h?p qu~t không? Ông có h?p qu~t không? 

Are there [any] matches? Do you have [any] matches? 

2. Có thuoc không? " , " " Ong co thuoc khong? 

Are there [any] cigarettes? Do you have [any] cigarettes? 

3. Có ti~n không? ông có ti~n không? 

Is there [any] money? Do you have [any] money? 

4. ,"" ,." " Co dong-ho khong? " ,"" ,." " Ong co dong-ho khong? 

Is there a watch (~ c1ock)? Do you have a watch (~ c1ock)? 

5. Có báo không? Ông có báo không? 

Are there [any] newspapers? Do you have [any] newspapers? 

6. ' • Â kh" Co tV-dlen ong? " , .Â " Ong co tV-dlen khong? 

Are there [any] dictionaries? Do you have [any] dictionaries? 

70 Có viet không? A '.".( A 

Ong co vlet khong? 

Are there [any] pens? Do you have [any] pens? 

8. Có viet chl không? A , • .rl " " Ong co vlet Chl khong? 

Are there [any] penci1s? Do you have [any] penci1s? 

9. Có xe không? Ông có xe không? 

Is there a vehic1e? Do you have a vehic1e? 
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G. Transformation Dri11 

1. Ông có h9P qu~t không? 

Do you have [any] matches? 
, , ~ ,..... " 

2. Ba co dong-ho khong? 

Do you have a watch (~ c1ock)? 

3. Cô có viêt không? 

Do you have a penci1? 

4. Anh có súug không? 

Do you have a gun? 

5. . , '" " Ch~ co do ãn khong? 

Do you have [any] food? 

60 các ông có nudc u~ng không? 

Do you have [any] drinking water? 

7. các anh có g~o không? 

Do you have [any] rice? 

8. các cô có ti~n không? 

Do you have [any] money? 

9. các bà có xe không? 

Do you have a vehic1e? 

Ông ây có h9P qu~t không? 

Does he have [any] matches? 
,,( , ~ )... ,.. 

Ba ay co dong ho khong? 

Does she have a watch (~ c1ock)? 

",-( '.,.( " Co ay co vlet khong? 

Does she have a penci1? 

,( " ,.. Anh ay co sung khong? 

Does he have a gun? 
,( ,)... ,.. 

Chi ay co do an khong? 

Does she have [any] food? 
, ,.. ,( , ,,( ,.. 

Cac ong ay co nudc uong khong? 

Do they have [any] drinking water? 
, ,(, ,.. 

Cac anh ay co g~o khong? 

Do they have [any] rice? 

các cô â y có ti~n không? 

Do they have [any] money? 
, ,,(, ,.. 

Cac ba ay co xe khong? 

Do they have a vehicle? 
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H. Response Dri11 

1. Ông có hªp qu~t không? 

Do you have [any] matches? 
,~, A 

2. Ba ay co g~o khong? 

Does she have [any] rice? 

3. Cô Liên có tiên không? 

Does Miss Lien have [any] 
money? 

4. Ông ây có súng không? 

5. 

Does he have a gun? 

A '2 '2 , A 

Ong Tlnh-Truâng co xe khong? 

Does the Province Chief have 
a vehic1e? 

6. các anh ây có gao không? . 
Do they have [any] rice? 

ó A '2 , ~ ~ A 7. Ong Qu~n-Trudng co dong-ho khong? 

Does the District Chief have 
a watch (~ c1ock)? 

8. Cht ây cá nudc uong không? 

Does she have [any] drinking 
water? 

,..,.. '. A '" 9. Ong co vlet khong? 

Do you have a pen? 

D~ không. (Tôi không cá hªp qu~t.) 

No. (I donrt have [any] matches.) 

Da không. (Bà ây không cá g~o.) 

No. (She doesnrt have [any] rice.) 

D~ không. (Cô Liên không có ti~n.) 

No. (Miss Lien doesn't have [any] money.) 

Da không. (Ông ây không có súng.) 

No. (He doesn't have a gun.) 

Da không. ( 
'" '2 '2 A , ) Ong Tlnh-Trudng khong co xe. 

No. (The Province Chief doesn't have.a 
vehic1e.) 

Da không. (Các anh ây không cá g~o.) 

No. (They don't have [any] rice.) 

Da không. (Ông Qu~n-Tru&.ng không có d~ng-h~.) 

No. (The District Chief doesn't have a 
watch [~r c1ock].) 

Da không. (Chi ây không có nudc uong.) . . 
No. (She doesn't have [any] drinking water.) 

D~ không. (Tôi không cá viêt.) 

No. (I don't have a pen.) 
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I. Response Dri11 

1. Ông có h9P qu~t không? 

Do you have [any] matches? 

2. Ông Long có xe không? 

30 

4. 

Does Mr. Long have a vehicle? 
A ~, .~ A 

Co ay co t~-dlen khong? 

Does she have a dictionary? 

, , • '" A Ba Phudng co tlen khong? 

Does Mrs. Phuong have [any] 
money? 

5. Ông có thu~c không? 

Do you have [any] cigarettes? 

6. Ch~ â y có d~ an không? 

Does she have [any] food? 

7. '2 • " " Anh Hal co sung khong? 

Does Hai have a gun? 

8. Bà â y có nudc u~ng không? 

Does she have [any] drinking 
water? 

9. các anh â y có g~o không? 

Do they have [any] rice? 

D~ có. (Tôi có h9P qu~t.) 

Yes. (Lit. Have.) (I have [some] matches.) 

D~ có. (Ông Long cá xe.) 

Yes. (Mr. Long has a vehicle.) 

Da có. 
~ 

(Cô ây cá t~-diên.) 

Yes. (She has a dictionary.) 

Da 
, 

co. (Bà Phudng cá ti~n.) 

Yes. (Mrs. Phuong has [some] money.) 

Da có. · (Tôi có thu5c.) 

Yes. (I have [some] cigarettes.) 

Da có. ( ..-l ,,., ) 

· Ch=!- ay co do an. 

Yes. (She has [some] food.) 

D~ có. (Anh Hài cá súng.) 

Yes. (Hai has a gun.) 

, ('.-l , , .-l ) Da co. Ba ay co nudc uong. 

Yes. (She has [some] drinking water.) 

Da có. (các anh ây có gao.) · . 
Yes. (They have [some] rice.) 
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Jo ResEonse Dri11 

1. Tôi cá h9P qu~t. Tôi cüng cá h~p qu~t. 

I have [some] matches. I have [some] matches, too. 

2. Ông Kim cá súng. Tôi cUng có súng. 

Mr. Kim has a gun. I have a gun, too. 

3. 
.'-< , , .-< 

Ch~ ay co nudc uong. 
A.,..., , , ,.t 

TOl cung co nudc uong. 

She has [some] drinking water. I have [some] drinking water, too. 

4. Bà ây cá báo. Tôi cüng có báo. 

She has a newspaper. I have a newspaper, too. 
= 

5. Anh Long có d~ an. ,.., ."" , '" TOl cung CO do an. 

Long has [some] i'ood. I have [some] i'ood, too. 
= = 

60 Ông Tlnh-Trudng có xe. Tôi cling có xe. 

The Province Chiei' has a vehic1e. I have a vehic1e, too. = 
7. Tôi có viet chl o Tôi CÜllg có viet chl. 

I have a penci1. I have a penci1, too. 

8. Ã ."..( , • "" Ong ay co tlen. A.,.., '. '" TOl cung co tlen. 

He has [some] money. I have [some] money, too. = 
90 ' A.-< , Cac co ay co gt:}o. Tôi cüng có gt:}o. 

They have [some] rice. I have [some] rice, too. = 
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K. Response Dri11 

1. Ông Ch~n không có h9P qu~t. 

Mr. Chan doesn't have [any] matches. 

2. Cô ây không có ti~n. 

She doesn't have [any] money. 

3. Ông Qu~n-Tru&ng không có xe. 

The District Chief doesn't have 
a vehic1e. 

40 Bà ây không có d~ng-h~. 

She doesn't have a watch. 

50 Anh Phudng không có báo. 

Phuong doesn't have a newspaper. 

60 Chi ây không cá d~ arr. 

She doesn't have [any] food. 

70 các ông ây không cá thuôc. 

They don't have [any] cigarettes. 

8. Cô Huê không cá t~-di~n. 

Miss Rue doesn't have a dictionary. 

90 Ông ây không cá súng. 

He doesn't have a gun. 

Tôi cÜllg không có h9P qu~t. 

I don't have [any] matches, either. 

A. ~ A '.~ 
TOl cung khong co tlen. 

I don't have [any] money, either. 

Tôi cling không có xe. 

I don't have a vehic1e, either. 

A. N " , "" ~ TOl cung khong co dong-ho. 

I don't have a watch, either. 

Tôi cÜllg không có báo. 

I don't have a newspaper, either. 

A.,..., Ao , '" 

TOl cung khong co do arr. 

I don't have [any] food, eithero 

Tôi cÜllg không cá thuôc. 

I don't have [any] cigarettes, 
~ either. 

Tôi cting không có t~-di~n. 

L don't have a dictionary, either. 

Tôi cting không cá súng. 

~ don't have a gun, either o 
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L. Substitution Dri11 

1. There are [some] matches (located) I over there,. cá hªp qu~t b I dãng kia 

dây 20 

3. 

4. 

here 

there 

right over 
there 

M. Response Dri11 

1. cá hªp qu~t b dãng kia không? 

Are there [any] matches (located) over 
there? 

, '" '" 2 A A 2. Co dong ho d day khong? 

Is there a c10ck (or watch) (located) 
here? --

3. cá g~o & dó không? 

Is there [any] rice (located) there? 

4. cá nudc uông b dây không? 

Is there [any] drinking water (located) 
here? 

5 ' 2' A • Co xe d do khong? 

Is there a vehic1e (located) there? 

6. cá thuôc b dãng kia không? 

Are there [any] cigarettes (located) 
over there? 

dó 

, k" k' dãng la la 

Da cá (hôp quet b dãng kia). 
o • • 

Yes. (There are [some] matches over 
there. ) 

'('" "'2 A) Da co dong-ho d day o 

Yes. (There is a c10ck [~watch] here.) 

, ( 2' ) D~ co g~o d do • 

Yes. (There is [some] rice there.) 

'( , ,,( 2 A) 
D~ co nudc uong d day • 

Yes. (There is [some] drinking water 
here. ) 

, ( 2 , ) Da co xe d do • 

Yes. (There is a vehic1e there.) 

Da có (thuôc & dãng kia). 

Yes. (There are [some] cigarettes 
over there.) 
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N. Response Dri11 

1. cá h?p qu~t b dãng kia không? 

Are there [any] matches over there? 

2. cá báo b dây không? 

Are there [any] newspapers here? 

, . ,( '\ ~ , '" 3. Co vlet Chl â do khong? 

Are there [any] penci1s there? 

4. cá nudc uong b dãng kia không? 

Is there [any] drinking water 
over there? 

5. Có viet d dó không? 

Are there [any] pens there? 

6. Có súng d dây không? 

Are there [any] guns here? 

,,... ~ '" '" 7. Co do an â day khong? 

8. 

9. 

Is there [any] food here? 

Có thuoc b dó không? 

Are there [any] cigarettes there? 

, • J. ~.. • '" 
Co tV-dlen â dãng kla khong? 

Are there [any] dictionaries over 
there? 

Da không (có h?p qu~t d dãng kia). 

No. (There aren't [any] matches over there.) 

Da không (cá báo b dây). 

No. (There aren't [any] newspapers here.) 

'" (,.,( '\ ~ " 
D~ khong co vlet Chl â do,. 

No. (There aren't [any] penci1s there.) 

Da không (cá nudc uong d dãng kia). 

No. (There isn't [any] drinking water over 
there.) 

Da không (cá viet d dÓ). 

No. (There aren't [any] pens there.) 

Da không (cá súng d dây). 

No. (There aren't [any] guns here.) 

'" ,,,,, ~ "') Da khong (co do ãn â day • 

No. (There isn't [any] food here.) 

Da không (có thuoc d dÓ). 

No. (There aren't [any] cigarettes there.) 

'" (' .J. ~.. .) D~ khong co tv-dlen â dãng kla • 

No. (There aren't [any] dictionaries over 
there. 
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o. Response Drill 

1. Có h?p qu~t & dãng kia. 

There are [some] matches 
over there. 

2. Có báo ti dó. 

30 

There are [some] news­
papers there. 

, ? A 

Co g~o tJ day. 

There is [some] rice 
here o 

4. Có viêt & dÀng kia. 

There is a pen over 
there. 

5. Có d~ an & dó. 

There is [some] rood 
there. 

6. Có thuôc & dây. 

There are [some] 
cigarettes here. 

70 Có súng ti dó. 

There are [some] guns 
there. 

Student 1: 

Có gl & dÀng kia? 

What is there over 
there? 

C , 'h d'n o gl v o[ 

What is there there? 

Có gl ti dây? 

What is there here? 

có gl & dÀng kia? 

What is there over 
there? 

C , 'h d'n o gl v o[ 

What is there there? 

có gl & dây? 

What is there here? 

có gl '& dó, 

What is there there? 

Student 2: 

D~ có h?p qu~t & dãng kia. 

There are [some] matches over 
there. 

Da có báo & dó. 

There are [some] newspapers 
there. 

D~ có g~o & dây. 

There is [some] rice here. 

Da có viêt & dÀng kia. 

There is a pen over there. 

,"" ?, Da co do an o doo . 
There is [some] rood there. 

, ,(? A 

D~ co thuoc tJ day. 

There are [some] cigarettes 
here. 

D~ có súng '& dó. 

There are [some] guns there. 
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EXERCISES 

1. Practice the Basic Dialogue with the ~ollowing variations: 

(a) Assume the role of Mro Hai and converse with: 

(1) Ông Long 

(2) Bà Kim 

(3) cê Liên 
'X 

(4) Anh Chan 

(5) Cht Hue 
(b) Vary the object inquired about in Sentence 2, as well as the location in 

Sentence 4. 

2. Using real objects and/or pictures representing the words introduced in Drill A, practice 

asking and answering questions of the following kinds: 

(a) 'Is there ?' 

(b) 

( c) 

'Yes. There is 

'Noo There isn't 

'There's here 

'Do you have ___ ? ' 

'Yes. I have 

'No. I don' t have 

(~ there or over there or right over there).' 

'There's here (~ there ~ over there or right over there).' 

'Is there here (~ there or over there)?' 

'Yes o There is 

'Noo There isn't 
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