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BASIC DIALOGUE

Excuse me, (sir).
Vo-Tanh School

that (place) (or there) is
the Vo-Tanh School

That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School,
right?
hospital
No. (Lit., Not correct,) That's
a hospital.
is located where?
where's the Vo-Tanh School?

Then where's the Vo-Tanh School?

right hand
right hand side

[It]'s over there, on the right.

LESSON U4

Mr, Smith

Stranger

Mr. Smith

Stranger

Xin 161 ong.
truong Vo-Tanh

@d 14 truong VO-Ténh

DS 1a truong VO-Tdnh, phdi khong?

nha thuong

Da khdng (ph&i). DS 1a nha thuong.

& aau
trudng Vo-Tédnh & ddu

Vdy trudng Vo-Tdnh & dau?

tay mat
ben tay mit

Da & ding kia, bén tay mit.
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NOTES

The usual Vietnamese equivalent for !'school! is trubng hoc (see Drill A, following). When
followed by a modifier, as in Sentence 2, hoc is dropped.

2,3 Lé is a Vietnamese COPULA: it occurs as the Jjoining word in expressions of equivalence,
comparable to English 'that place is (i.e. equals) a school!,
city', etc.

GENERAL PATTERN: A 138 B = 'A is B!

Thus: DS 1a nha thuong. 'That (place) is a hospital.!
Toi la Smith., 'I am Smith.!

'Saigon is (i.e. equals) a

Non-verbals which can occur following lé_will hereafter be called NOMINALS. Vietnamese

nominals have only one form, and do not distinguish between singular and plural by the
form of the word.

In the negative equivalent of the above general pattern, lé is preceded by kh6n5 Ehéilz
GENERAL PATTERN: A khong phédi 18 B = 'A is not B!

Thus: DS khong phAi 14 nhd thuong. 'That (place) is not a hospital.®
Toi khong phdi 14 Smith. 'I am not Smith,!

Compare lé_and é: lé + Nominal X = 'be (i.e. equal) X!
& + Nominal X = 'be in or at X!
Compare: DS la ti§m an, 'That (place) is (equivalent to) a restaurant.!

and: Ong HAi & tidm Bn. 'Mr. Hai is (located) at the restaurant.!

The addition of Bhéi khang to a statement makes a verification question: 'so-and-so is true,
right?', 'so-and-so is true, isn't it?' Examples:

Any word negated in this way will be classified as a copula,
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Statement: DS 1a truong VO-Ténh. !'That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School,!
Question : DS 13 trudng VO-Tdnh, phii khdéng? !'That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School,
right?! or 'That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, isn't it?! or 'Is that
(place) the Vo-Tanh School?!
To make a lé statement into the corresponding question, Ehéi khang is regularly used.

However, note the following kind of question contrast which occurs elsewhere:

Ong &y c¢é xe khoéng? !'Does he have a vehicle -- or not?!

Ong gy cé xe, phdi khdng? 'He has a vehicle, right?!
In the second example, specific verification of a particular statement is being made.
Depending on stress, it can mean:

'He is the one who has a vehicle, right?!

or: !'He does have a vehicle, right?!

or: 'He has a vehicle, right?'
The affirmative answer to a Ehéi khang question is:

(Da) ph&i. 'Correct.'
The negative answer to a phdi khong question is:

(Da) khong. !'No.!

or: (Da) khong phdi. !Not correct.'

. y@l in initial position is equivalent to English !'then','in that case'.

5, Modification of Nominals:

Compare: (a) tay 'hand! and: tay mat tright hand!
(b) ben 'side! and: bén tay mit 'right hand side!
(¢) nha thuong 'hospital' and: nha thuong Cho Rgﬁ 'Cho Ray Hospital!
(d) nha 'house! and: nha ong Phuong 'Mr. Phuong's house!
(e) khéch-sgn thotel! and: khéch—sgn Majestic 'Majestic Hotel!

When a Vietnamese nominal (or nominal + descriptive word[s]) is described, the describing

word(s) follow it directly. 36



A,

Be

Substitution Drill

1.
2.
3e
L.
5.
6.
To
8.
9

10.

That (place) is

Substitution Drill

1.
2.
3.
L.
S.
6.

That (place) is

DRILLS

a school .

a hospital

a restaurant

a hotel

a market

a military post
a police station
an embassy

an airport

a rice field

the
the
the
the
the

the

Vo-Tanh School

Cho Ray Hospital

Ma jestic Hotel
Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant
American Embassy

Tan-Son-Nhut Airport

pé 1a

pd 1a

truong hoc .
nha thuong
tiem #n
khé ch-san
cho
don 1inh
cdnh-sdt
dai-si
san may bay

~ ’
ruong lua

truong Vo-Ténh

nhi thuong Chy Riy
khédch-san Majestic
tiém #n Ngoc-Lan-binh
Toa Pai-Si My

séan mdy bay Tan-Son-Nhit
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7. That (place) is | Le-Loi Street

8. Mr.

9. the hamlet chief'!s house

Transformation Drill

1. Dé 1la truong hoc.

That (place) is
2. DS 1i nha thuong.

That (place) is
3. Dé la chy,

That (place) is
L. DS 1a rudng lua.

That (place) is
5. DS 14 aon 1inh,

That (place) is
6. DS 1a bdt cénh-sit.

That (place) is
7. DS 1a ong HAL.

That's Mr, Hai.,

Phuong! s house

school,

hospital.

market,

rice field.

military post.

police station.

DS 1a | duong Lé-Loi

bay

bay

pay

pay

bay

bay

pay

nha ong Phuong

nhd ong trudng ap

1a tru&ng hoc,
This (place) is
1a nha thuong.
This (place) is
1a cho.
This (place) is
14 rudng lia,
This (place) is
14 d¢on 1inh.
This (place) is
14 bdt cénh-sdt.
This (place) is

1& ong HAi,

This is Mr, Hai,

school.

hospital.

market.,

rice field.,

military post.

police station.
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10.

11.

1z2.

13.

1l.

150

DS 14 cb Lién. pay
That's Miss Lien.
pé la dquong Le-Loi. Day
That (place) is Le-Loi Street.
DS 1a khéch-san Majestic. Day
That (place) is the Majestic Hotel,
Dé 1a nha Ong HAi. Day
That (place) is Mr. Hai's house.
DS 14 nha Ong trudng &p. Day
That (place) is the hamlet chief's
house.
D6 1a Toa bai-Si My. pay
That (place) is the American Embagsy.
bé 14 tidm =n Ngoc-Lan-Pinh. Day
That (place) is the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh
Restaurant,
DS 12 sén mdy bay Tan-Son-Nhit. pay
That (place) is the Tan-Son-Nhut
Airport,
C.l. Repeat drill, substituting d¥ng kia for diy

EXAMPLE:

Ding kia 1la truong hoc.

(That place) over there

14 co Lieén.

This is Miss Lien.
14 qudng Lé-Loi,

This {(place) is Le-Loi Street.
14 khéch-san Majestic.

This (place) is the Majestic Hotel.
14 nha ong HAi.

This (place) is Mr, Hai's house.
14 nha ong trudng &p.

This (place) is the hamlet chief's
house.

la Toa bai-Si My.
This (place) is the American Embassy.
18 tiém #n Ngoc-Lan-binh.

This (place) is the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh
Restaurant.

12 sé&n mdy bay Tan-Son-Nhit.

This (place) is the Tan-Son-Nhut
Airport.

in student sentences.

is a school.
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Transformation Drill

1. DS 1a trudng Vo-Ténh.
That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School.
Dy 1l& nhd Ong trudng ap.

This (place) is the hamlet chief's

house,
3. €6 &y tén Lién.
Her name is Lien.
L. Ding kia 1& chg.
(That place) over there is a market.
5. Ong &y cé xe.
He has a vehicle.
6. C6 nudc ubng & dadng kia.
There's some drinking water over
there.
7. BAa Kim khdng c¢d tieén.
Mrs, Kim doesn't have any money.
8. Dé 1a Sng Tinh-Trudng.

That's the Province Chief.
Khéng c¢é ad =n & day.

There isn't any food here.

pé 14 truong Vo-Ténh, phdi khong?
That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, right?
Day la nha ong trudng &p, phdi khdng?

This (place) is the hamlet chief!s house,
right?

C6 Ay tén Lién, phdi khdng?
Her name is Lien, right?
Ding kia 14 chg, phdi khing?
(That place) over there is a market, right?
Ong 4y cb xe, phdi khong?
He has a vehicle, right?
5 nudc udng & ding kia, phii khong?

There's some drinking water over there,
right?

B& Kim khdng cé tién, phdi khong?

Mrs. Kim doesn't have any money, right?
5 12 ong Tinh-Trudng, phdi khdng?

That's the Province Chief, right?
Khdéng c¢é do =n & ady, phdi khong?

There isn't any food here, right?
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Response Drill

1.

Dé 14 trudng Vé-Tdnh, phidi khéng?

That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School,

right?
DAy 14 nhd ong Long, phéi khdng?

This (place) is Mr. Long's house,
right?

Ong 1a ong Smith, phdi khéng?
You are Mr, Smith, right?

DS la ong Quén-Trudng, phédi khong?

That's the District Chief, right?
Ding kia 134 aon 1{inh, phdi khdng?

(That place) over there is a
military post, right?

Day 1& nudc udng, phdi khoéng?
This is drinking water, right?

Ong &y 1& dng trudng &p, phdi khong?

He is the hamlet chief, right?

Ding kia 1a duong Lé-Loi, phéi khdng?

(That place) over there is Le-Loi
Street, right?

Da khdng (phéi). DS khdng phdi 1& trudng VS-Ténh.
No. (Lit. Not correct.) That (place) is
not the Vo-Tanh School.

Da khong (phdi). Day khong phdi 1& nha Ong Long.

No. This (place) is not Mr. Long's house.,

Da khong (phdi). TOi khong ph&i 14 ong Smith.

No. I'm not Mr. Smith.
Da kh§ng (phéi). DS khong phéi 14 Ong Quan-
Truong.
No. That!'s not the District Chief,

Da khdng (phdi). Ding kia khdng phdi 1& don 1linh.
No. (That place) over there is not a
military post.

Da khdng (phdi). Day khong phdi 1& nudc udng.

No. This is not drinking water,

Da khong (phéi). Ong 8y khong phdi 14 ong
trudng ap.

No. He is not the hamlet chief,

Da khdéng (phdi). Ding kia khong phai 1la dudng

"L&-Loi.

No. (That place) over there is not Le-Loi
Street,

L1



F.

Response Drill

1.

bd 14 trudng Vo-Tdnh, phdi khong?

That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School,
right?

Ddy 13 nudc udng, phii khong?

This is drinking water, right?
Ong 12 ong Smith, phdi khong?

You are Mr. Smith, right?
Ding kia 14 bdt cldnh-sdt, phdi khong?

(That place) over there is a police
station, right?

c6 &y 14 c¢b6 Phuong, phdi khéng?
She is Miss Phuong, right?
DS 13 khéch-san Majestic, phdi khong?

That (place) is the Majestic Hotel,
right?

DAy 1a nha ong trubng ap, phidi khong?

This (place) is the hamlet chief's
house, right?

Ding kia 14 chg, phdi khong?

(That place) over there is a market,
right?

Da.

Da

Da.

Da

Da

phédi. DS 14 trudng VO-Ténh.

Yes., (Lit. Correct,)

That (place)
the Vo-Tanh School.

phdi. Day 1a nudc udng.

Yes. This is drinking water,
phdi, T3i 14 Ong Smith.
Yes. I am Mr, Smith.
phdi. Ding kia 1a bdt cénh-sit.

Yes. (That place) over there is a
police station.
phdi. €O &y 134 cb Phuong.
Yes. She is Miss Phuong.
phédi., DS 1a khdch-san Majestic.

Yes. That (place) is the Majestic
Hotel.,
phédi. Day 1a nha ong trudng ap.

Yes,
house,
phédi. Ding kia 1 chd.

Yes. (That place) over there is a
market,

L2
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Response Drill

1. DS 1la truong hoc, phdi khong?

That (place) is a school, right?
2. €6 trudong hoc & ad khong?

Is there a school (located) there?
3. DPéy la rudng liua, phdi khong?

This is a rice field, right?
L. Ong c¢é dong-hd khong?

Do you have a watch?
5. Ong 1& ong Smith, phii khong?

You are Mr. Smith, right?

6. €6 nude udng & ddy khong?

Is there any drinking water (located)

here?

7. Ong Quan-Trubng cé xe khong?

Does the District Chief have a vehicle?

8. €6 nhd thuong & aé khdnge®

Is there a hospital (located) there?

9. €4 nha thuong & a8, phii kthg?l

There is a hospital {(located) there,

right?

1
of this lesson.

Da

pa

Pa

Da.

Da

Da.

Pa.

phédi., (DS 1& trudng hoc.)

Yes., (That (place) is a school.)

¢ (truong hoc & aé).

Yes. (There!'s a school [located] there,)
phdi. (Day 1la rudng lua.)
Yes, (This is a rice field.)

cé. (T8i cb dong-ho.)

Yes. (I have a watch.)
phdi, (T6i 14 ong Smith.)
Yes. (I am Mr. Smith,)
¢éd (nudc udng & ady).

Yes. (There's some drinking water
[located] here,)

cé. (Ong Quan-Trubng cé xe.)
Yes, (The District Chief has a vehicle.)

¢d (nha thuong & ad).

Yes. (There's a hospital [located]
there. )

’

phédi, (Cé nha thuong & ad.)

Yes. (There is a hospital [located]
there, )

For the distinction between Sentences 8 and 9, see the Notes following the Basic Dialogue

L3



Response Drill

1. DS la nha thuong Chg Ray, ph&i khéng? Da khong (phdi). (DS khdng phdi 1& nha
thuong Cho Ray.)
That (place) is the Cho Ray Hospital, No. (That [place] is not the Cho Ray
right? Hospital.)
2. Ong ¢4 thudc khong? Da khong. (T6i khdng cd thubdc.)
Do you have any cigarettes? No. (I don't have any cigarettes.)
? ?
3. C6 ty-dien & ddy khéng? Da khong (cd tu-dien & ady).
Are there any dictionaries (located) No. (There aren't any dictionaries
here? [located] here.)
k. Ong l1la ong Smith, phii khong? Da khong (phdi). (T0i khong phdi la ong
‘Smith.)
You are Mr. Smith, right? No. (I am not Mr, Smith.)
S. Ong Long c¢d tién khdng? Da khong. (Ong Long khéng cb tisn.)
Does Mr. Long have any money? No. (Mr. Long doesn't have any money. )
6. Day la nha ong Quin-Trudng, phdi khong? Da khong (pha12 (Pay khong phii 1a nha
ong Quan Truong. )
This {(place) is the District Chief's No. (This [place] is not the District
house, right? Chief's house.)
7. €6 hop quet & ding kia khong? Da khong (cdé hdp quet & ding kia).
Are there any matches (located) over No. (There aren't any matches [located]
there? over there.)
8. Ding kia 14 don 1linh, phdi khdng? Da khong (ph&i). (Ding kia khong phéi 1a
‘g¢on 1inh,)
(That place) over there is a military No., ([That place] over there is not
post, right? a military post.)
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I.

Substitution Drill

1.
2.
3.
L.

70

The Vo-Tanh School is (located) here,

0]

The Vo-Tanh School is (located) there.
The Vo-Tanh School is (located) over there.

The Vo-Tanh School 1s (located) on the
right.

The Vo-Tanh School is (located) on the
left.

The Vo-Tanh School is (located) on
Doc-Lap Street,

Where is the Vo-Tanh School?

Response Drill

1.

Dé khoéng phdi 14 truong VO-Ténh.

That (place) is not the Vo-Tanh School.
Khong cé thudc & diy.

There aren't any cigarettes here.
Pdy khong phdi 14 duong PSc-Lép.

This (place) is not Doc-Lap Street,
Khong c¢d hdop quet & ding kia.

There aren't any matches over there,

Truong Vo-Ténh & | ady.

(02N

a

dsng kia.

bén tay mit.
ben tay tréi.
dquong Doc-Lap.

dau?

VAy truong Vo-Tdnh & déu?

Then where is the Vo-Tanh School?
Viy thudc & déu?

Then where are the cigarettes?
Véy dudng Doc-Lap & ddu?

Then where is Doc-Lap Street?
Vdy hdp quet & dau?

Then where are the matches?
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DS khéng phdi la éng trubng &p.
That's not the hamlet chief.
Day khong phéi ié nhd ong Kim,
This (place) is not Mr, Kim's house.
Khong c¢é nudc udng & dad.
There isn't any drinking water there,
Ding kia khong phdi la Toa bai-Si My.

(That place) over there is not the
American Embassy.

Response Drill

l'

2.

Truong Vo-Ténh & dudng Doc-Lép.

The Vo-Tanh School is on Doc-Lap
Street.

Ong HAL & ding kia.

Mr, Hai i1s over there,

Vdy ong trubng p & ddu?

Then where is the hamlet chief?
Vy nha ong Kim & ddu?

Then where is Mr, Kim's house?
Vay nudc udng & déu?

Then where is the drinking water?
Vay Toa Pai-Sit My & dqéu?

Then where is the American Embassy?

Trudng Vo-Tanh & dau?
Where is the Vo-Tanh School?
Da trudng Vo-Ténh & duong Doc-Lép.
The Vo-Tanh School is on Doc-Lap Street.
Ong HAL & aau?
Where is Mr, Hal?
Da ong H&i & ding kia.

Mr. Hai is over there,
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3. Khdch-san Majestic & bén tay trédi. Khéch-san Majestic & dau?
The Majestic Hotel is on the left. Where is the Majestic Hotel?
Da khéch-san Majestic & bén tay trédi,
The Majestic Hotel is on the left.
. Stng & day. Stng & dau?
The gun is here, Where is the gun?
Da stng & ady.
The gun is here,
5. Tiém #n Ngoc-Lan-binh & bén tay mit. Tiém zn Ngoc-Lan-binh & déu?
The Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant is Where 1s the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant?
on the right,
Da tiém an Ngoc-Lan-Pinh & bén tay mat.

The Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant is on the

right.
6., San miy bay & bén tay trdi, San mdy bay & dau?
The airport is on the left. Where is the airport?

Da sén mdy bay & bén tay tréi,

The airport is on the left.

L



3.

EXERCISES

Using pictures and/or labeled blocks, practice the Basic Dialogue making appropriate
substitutions for the building names.

Using pictures and/or labeled blocks, practice asking and answering identification
questions, For example:

'That (place) (or this (place] or [that place] over there) is , right?
'Yeg, it is !

'No, it isn't o!

Set up a model town and ask and answer questions pertaining to the location of the buildings.
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