
1. Excuse me, (sir). 

Vo-Tanh School 

that (place) (or there) is 
the Vo-Tanh School 

LESSON 4 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Smith 

2. That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, 
right? 

Stranger 

hospital 

3. No. (Lit. Not correct.) That's 
a hospital. 

Mr. Smith 

is located where? 

where's the Vo-Tanh School? 

40 Then where's the Vo-Tanh School? 

Stranger 

right hand 

right hand side 

50 [ItJ's over there, on the right. 

Xin 15i ông. 

trudng VÕ-Tánh 

dó lã trUdng VÕ-Tánh 

Dó lã trudng VÕ-Tánh, phài không? 

nhã thudng 

D~ không (phài). Dó lã nhà thudng. 

'& dâu 

trUdng VÕ-Tánh '& dâu 

V~y trudng VÕ-Tánh '& dâu? 

tay m~t 

bên tay m~t 

~ '\ k" b" Da a dang la, en tay m~t. 

34 



NOTES 

The usual Vietnaroese equivalent for 'school' is trudng h9~ (see Drill A, following). When 

followed by a modifier, as in Sentence 2, h9~ is dropped. 

2,3. Lã is a Vietnamese COPULA: it occurs as the joining word in expressions of equivalence, 

comparable to English 'that place is (i.e. equals) a school', 'Saigon is (i.e. equals) a 

city', etc. 

GENERAL PATTERN: A lã B := 'A is B' 

Thus: Dó lã nhã thudng. 'That (place) is a hospital.' 

Tôi lã Smith. 'I aro Smith.' 

Non-verbals which can occur following lã will hereafter be called NOMINALS. Vietnamese 

nominaIs have only one for.m, and do not distinguish between singular and plural by the 

form of the word. 

ln the negative equivalent of the above general pattern, lã is preceded by không phàil : 

GENERAL PATTERN: A không phài là B = 'A is not B' 

Thus: Dó không phài là nhà thudng. 'That (place) is not a hospital.' 

Tôi không phài lã Smith. 'I aro not Smith.' 
, ~ 

Compare la and a: là + Nominal X = 'be (i.e o equal) X' 

b + Nominal X = 'be in or at X' 

Compare: Dó là ti~m ãn. 'That (place) is (equivalent to) a restaurant.' 

and: ông Hài b ti~m ãn. 'Mr. Hai is (located) at the restaurant.' 

The addition of phài không to a statement makes a verification question: 'so-and-so is true, 

right?', 'so-and-so is true, isn't it?' Examples: 

IAny word negated in this way will be classified as a copula. 
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Statement: Dó lã trUdng VÕ-Tánh. 'That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School.' 

Question: Dó lã trUdng VÕ-Tánh, phài không? 'That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, 

right?' ~ 'That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, isn't it?' or 'Is that 

(place) the Vo-Tanh School?' 

To make a lã statement into the corresponding question, phài không is regularly used. 

However, note the following kind of question contrast which occurs elsewhere: 
I"!t. ".(, A • 

Ong ay co xe khong? 'Does he have a vehlcle -- or not?' 

6ng ay có xe, phài không? 'He has a vehicle, right?' 

ln the second example, specific verification of a particular statement is being made. 

Depending on stress, it can mean: 

'He is the one who has a vehicle, right?' 
-= 

or: 'He does have a vehicle, right?' 

or: 'He has a vehicle, right?' 

The affirmative answer to a phài không question is: 

(D~) phài. 'Correct.' 

The negative answer to a phài không question is: 

(D~) không. 'No.' 

or: (D~) không phài. 'Not correct.' 

4. V~z in initial position is equivalent to English 'then' ,'in that case'. 

5. Modification of NominaIs: 

Compare: (a) tay 'hand' and: tay m~t 'right hand' 

(b) bên 

( c ) nhà thudng 

(d) nhã 

' side' and: 

'hospi tal' and: 

'house' and: 

bên tay m~t ~ 
nhà thudng Ch<?, Rây 

nhã ông Phudng 

'right hand side' 

'Cho Ray Hospital' 

'Mr. Phuong's house' 

( e) khách-san 'hotel' and: . khách-s~n Majestic 'Majestic Hotel' 

When a Vietnamese nominal (or nominal+descriptive word[s]) is described, the describing 

word(s) follow it directly. 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Drill 

1. Tha t (place) is I a school 

.3. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 

70 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Substitution Drill 

1. That (place) is 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

a hospital 

a restaurant 

a hotel 

a market 

a military post 

a police station 

an embassy 

an airport 

a rice field 

the Vo-Tanh School 

the Cho Ray Hospital 

the Majestic Hotel 

the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant 

the American Embassy 

the Tan-Son-Nhut Airport 

Dó lã I trudng h9c 

nhã thudng 

tiêm an 
o 

khách-san . 
chd . 
d~n l{nh 

bót cành-sát 

tàa dai-s1Í 
o 

sân máy bay 

rU9ng lúa 

Dó lã I trUdng VÕ-Tánh 
.... 

nhà thudng Ch~ Rây 

khách-s~n Majestic 

ti%m an Ng9c-Lan-Dlnh 

Tàa D~i-S1Í MY 
sân máy bay Tân-Sdn-Nh1Ít 
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7. Tha t (plaee) is I Le-Loi street 

8. Mr. Phuong
'

s house 

9. the hamlet ehief's house 

c. Transformation Drill 

1. Dó là trUdng hge. 

That (plaee) is a sehool. 

2. Dó là nhã thudng. 

That (plaee) is a hospital. 

3. Dó lã eh?,. 

That (plaee) is a market. 

4. Dó lã ru$ng lúa. 

That (plaee) is a riee field. 

5 
,,,.,... ~ 

• Do la don llnh. 

That (plaee) is a military poste 

6. Dó lã bót eành-sát. 

That (plaee) is a poliee station. 

, "Â ~ . 7. Do la ong Ral. 

That's Mr. Rai. 

Dó là I dUdng Lê -L?,i 

nhà ông Phudng 

" Â ~,l nha ong truang ap 

Dây lã trudng hge. 

This (plaee) is a sehool. 

Dây lã nhà thudng. 

This (plaee) is a hospital. 

Dây lã eh?,. 

This (plaee) is a market. 

Dây là ru$ng lúa. 

This (plaee) is a riee field. 

Â " .,... ~ Day la don llnh. 

This (plaee) is a military poste 

Dây lã bót eành-sát. 

This (plaee) is a poliee station. 
Â "Â ~ • Day la ong Ral. 

This is Mr. Hai. 
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8. Dó lã cô Liên. 

That's Miss Lien. 

9. Dó lã dUdng Lê-L~i. 

That (place) is Le-Loi Street. 

10. Dó lã khách-s~n Majestic. 

That (place) is the Majestic Hotel. 

11. Dó lã nhà ông Hãi. 

That (place) is Mr. Hai's house. 

, " "A '2,( 12. Do la nha ong truang ap. 

That (place) is the hamlet chier's 
house. 

13. Dó lã Toa D~i-SJ MY. 
That (place) is the American Embassy. 

14. Dó lã ti~m ãn Ng?c-Lan-Dlnh. 

That (place) is the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh 
Restaurant. 

150 Dó lã sân máy bay Tân-Sdn-NhJt. 

That (place) is the Tan-Son-Nhut 
Airport o 

Dây lã cô Liên. 

This is Miss Lien. 

Dây lã dUdng Lê-L~i. 

This (place) is Le-Loi Street. 

Dây lã khách-s~n Majestic. 

This (place) is the Majestic Hotel. 

Dây lã nhã ông HAi. 

This (place) is Mr. Hai's house. 

A " "A '2,( Day la nha ong truâng ap. 

This (place) is the hamlet chier's 
house. 

Dây lã Toa D~i-SJ MY. 
This (place) is the American Embassy. 

A " • A , 

Day la tl~m an Ng9c-Lan-Dlnh. 

This (place) is the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh 
Restaurant. 

Dây lã sân máy bay Tân-Sdn-NhJt. 

This (place) is the Tan-Son-Nhut 
Airport. 

C.l. Repeat drill, substituting dãng kia ror dây in student sentences. 

EXAMPLE: Dfulg kia lã trUdng h?c. 

(That place) over there is a school. 
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D. Transformation Drill 

1. Dó lã trudng võ-Tánh. 

That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School. 

.... , ".... I?,( 
2. Day la nha ong trudng ap. 

This (place) is the hamlet chief's 
house. 

3. Cô ây tên Liên. 

Her name is Lien. 

4. Dãng kia lã ch~. 

(That place) over there is a market. 

5. .... ,( , 
Ong ay co xe. 

He has a vehicle. 

6. Có nUdc uong d dãng kia. 

There's some drinking water over 
there. 

". " '. '" 7. Ba Klm khong cc tlen. 

Mrs. Kim doesn't have any money. 

8 
,,,.... 'l '1 

• Do la ong Tlnh-Truâhg. 

That's the Province Chief. 

A , ~ '2 A 

9. Khong co do ãn â day. 

There isn't any food here. 

Dó lã trudng Võ-Tánh, phài không? 

That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, right? 

Dây lã nhã ông tru&ng ap, phài không? 

This (place) is the hamlet chief's house, 
right? 

Cô ây tên Liên, phài không? 

Her name is Lien, right? 

Dãng kia lã ch~, phài không? 

(That place) over there is a market, right? 

ông ay có xe, phài không? 

He has a vehicle, right? 

cá nUdc uong b dãng kia, phài không? 

There's some drinking water over there, 
right? 

Bà Kim không có ti~n, phài không? 

Mrs. Kim doesn't have any money, right? 

, ".... 'l I? '1 • .... Do la ong Tlnh-Truâhg, phal khong? 

That's the Province Chief, right? 

'" , "" I?'" I? • ,.. Khong co do ãn â day, phal khong? 

There isn't any food here, right? 
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E. Response Drill 

1. Dó lã trudng VÕ-Tánh, phài không? 

That (place) is the Vo-Tanh School, 
right? 

2. Dây lã nhã ông Long, phài không? 

This (place) is Mr. Long's house, 
right? 

3. ông lã ông Smith, phãi không? 

You are Mr. Smith, right? 

4. Dó lã ông Qu~-Tru&ng, phãi không? 

That's the District Chief, right? 

5. Dãng kia lã don lfnh, phãi không? 

(That place) over there is a 
military post, right? 

6. Dây lã nudc uong, phãi không? 

This is drinking water, right? 

'" ,.( ,,,, ~,.( ~ • A 7. Ong ay la ong truâng ap, phal khong? 

He is the hamlet chief, right? 

8. Dãng kia lã dUdng Lê-L~i, phãi không? 

(That place) over there is Le-Loi 
Street, right? 

~ không (phài). Dó không phài lã trudng VÕ-Tánh. 

No. (Lit. Not correct.) That (place) is 
not tne Vo-Tanh School. 

Da không (phài). Dây không phài lã nhã ông Long. 

No. This (place) is not Mr. Long's house. 

Da không (phài). Tôi không phài lã ông Smith. 

No. 1'm not Mr. Smith. 

Da không (phài). Dó không phài lã ông Quân-. ~ . 
Truâng. 

No. That's not the District Chief. 

Da không (phãi). Dãng kia không phãi lã don lfnh. 

No. (That place) over there is not a 
military poste 

D~ không (phài). Dây không phãi lã nudc uong. 

No. This is not drinking water. 

D~ kh~ng ~phài). ông ãy không phãi lã ông 
truâng ap. 

No. He is not the hamlet chief. 

Da không (phãi). Dãng kia không phài lã ductng 
"Lê-Ldi. 

No. (That place) over there is not Le-Loi 
Street. 
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F. Response Drill 

1. Dó lã trudng VÕ-Tánh, phAi không? 

That (plaee) is the Vo-Tanh School, 
right? 

A , ,,..t '1 • A 

2. Day la nude uong, phal khong? 

This is drinking water, right? 

3. Ông lã ông Smith, phài không? 

4. 
You are Mr. Smith, right? 

, k O 'b't 2 h' h 20 kh ft 

Dãng la la o can -sat, p al ong? 

(That plaee) over there is a poliee 
station, right? 

5. Cô â y lã eô Phudng, phAi không? 

6. 

7. 

She is Miss Phuong, right? 

Dó lã kháeh-s~n Majestic, phAi không? 

That (plaee) is the Majestie Hotel, 
right? 

A " "A '2 ti'< '2. A Day la nha ong truang ap, phal khong? 

This (place) is the hamlet ehief's 
house, right? 

8. Dãng kia lã eh~, phAi không? 

(That place) over there is a market, 
right? 

D~ phAi. Dó lã trudng Võ-Tánh. 

Yes. (Lit. Correet.) Th~t (plaee) is 
the Vo-Tanh Sehool. 

D~ phài. 
A , , ,c 

Day la nude uong. 

Yes. This is drinking water. 

Da phAi. Tôi lã ông Smith. 

Yes. I am Mr. Smi th. 

Da phAi. 
' o , , 2 , 

Dãng kla la bot eanh-sat. 

Yes. (That plaee) over there is a 
poliee station. 

Da phAi. Cô ây lã eô Phudng. 

Yes. She is Miss Phuong. 

D~ phAi. Dó lã kháeh-s~n Majestie. 

Yes. That (place) is the Majestie 
Hotel. 

Da phAi. Ã "'" '2,( Day la nha ong trua.ng ap. 

Yes. This (plaee) is the hamlet ehief's 
house. 

D~ phAi. Dklg kia lã eh?,. 

Yes. (That plaee) over there is a 
market. 
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G. Response Drill 

1. Dó lã trUdng h?c, phài không? 

That (place) is a school; right? 

2. Có tructng h?c & dó không? 

Is there a school (located) there? 

3. Dây lã ruªng lúa, phài không? 

This is a rice Lield, right? 

4. Ông có d~ng-h~ không? 

Do you have a watch? 

5. Ông lã ông Smith, phài không? 

You are Mr. Smith, right? 

6. Có nudc uong & dây không? 

Is there any drinking water (located) 
here? 

7. Ông Qu~n-Tru&.ng có xe không? 

Does the District ChieL have a vehicl~? 

8 
,,,, ~, '" 1 

• Co nha thudng â do khong? 

Is there a hospital (located) there? 

,.. 'l' 'lo A 1 9. Co nha thudng â do, phal khong? 

There is a hospital (located) there, 
right? 

h 'l· Da p ale (Dó lã trUdng h?c.) 

Yes. (That (place) is a school.) 

, (... ~') Da co trudng h?c â do • 

Yes. (There's a school [located] there.) 

Da phài. (Dây lã ruªng lúa.) 

Yes. (This is a rice Lield.) 

D~ có. (Tôi có d~ng-h~.) 

Yes. (I have a watch.) 

Dt;t phài. (Tôi lã ông Smith.) 

Yes. (I am Mr. Smith.) 

'( , ;( 'l A) Da co nudc uong â day • 

Yes. (There's some drinking water 
[located] here.) 

Da có. (Ông Qu~n-Tru&.ng có xe.) 

Yes. (The District ChieL has a vehicle.) 

Da có (nhà thudng & dÓ). 

Yes. (There's a hospital [located] 
there.) 

Da phài. (Có nhà thudng & dó.) 

Yes. (There is a hospital [located] 
there. ) 

lFor the distinction between Sentences 8 and 9, see the Notes Lollowing the Basic Dialogue 
OL this lesson. 43 



H. Response Drill 
~ 

1. Dó lã nhã thudng Ch~ Rây, phài không? 

That (place) is the Cho Ray Hospital, 
right? 

2. Ông có thuoc không? 

Do you have any cigarettes? 
? 

3. Có tV-diên & dây không? 

Are there any dictionaries (located) 
here? 

4. Ông lã ông Smith, phài không? 

You are Mr. Smith, right? 

5. Ông Long có tien không? 

Does Mr. Long have any money? 

6. Dây lã nhã ông Qu~n-Trud.ng, phâi không? 

This (place) is the District Chief's 
house, right? 

7. Có h?p qu~t & dãng kia không? 

Are there any matches (located) over 
there? 

8. Dãng kia lã d~n lính, phài không? 

(That place) over there is a military 
post, right? 

D~ không (phàiJ. (Dó không phài lã nhã 
thudng Ch~ Ray. ) 

No. (That [place] is not the Cho Ray 
Hospital.) 

Da không. (Tôi không có thuoc.) 

No. (I don't have any cigarettes.) 
l' 

D~ không (có tV-diên & dây). 

No. (There aren't any dictionaries 
[loca t ed] here.) 

Da không (phâi). (Tôi không phâi là ông 
• Smi th. ) 

No. (I am not Mr. Smith.) 

D~ không. (Ông Long không có tien.) 

No. (Mr. Long doesn't have any money.) 

Da không (phàiJ. (Dây không phài lã nhã 
·ông Qu~n-TrUd.ng.) 

No. (This [place] is not the District 
Chief's house.) 

D~ không (có h?p qu~t & dãng kia~. 

No. (There aren't any matches [located] 
over there.) 

Da khôn~ (phài). (Dàng kia không phài lã 
·d~n llnh.) 

No. ([That place] over there is not 
a military post.) 
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I. 

J. 

Substitution Drill 

1. The Vo-Tanh School is (located) here. 

2. The Vo-Tanh School is (located) there. 

3. The Vo-Tanh School is (located) over there. 

4. The Vo-Tanh School is ( located) on the 
right. 

5. The Vo-Tanh School is (located) on the 
left. 

6. The Vo-Tanh School is (located) on 
Doc-Lap Street. 

7. Where is the Vo-Tanh School? 

Response Drill 

1. Dó không phài là tr1idng VÕ-Tánh. 

That (place) is not the Vo-Tanh School. 

2. Không có thuoc & dây. 

There aren't any cigarettes here. 

3. Dây không phãi lã d1idng D~c-L~p. 

This (place) is not Doc-Lap Street. 

4. Không có h~p qu~t & dkg kia. 

There aren't any matches over there. 

" Vc ' '2 Trudng o-Tanh a dây. 

dó. 

dkg kia. 

bên tay m'fit. 

bên tay trái. 

d1idng D~C-L~p. 

dâu? 

r. ",r:::' '2 r. 
V~y tr1idng vo-Tanh a dau? 

Then where is the Vo-Tanh School? 

r. ,( '2 r. 

V~y thuoc a dau? 

Then where are the cigarettes? 

r. " r. r. '2 r. 
V~y d1idng D?c-L~p a dau? 

Then where is Doc-Lap Street? 

V~y h?p qu~t & dâu? 

Then where are the matches? 
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5. Dó không phAi lã ông trubng âp • 

That's not the hamlet chief. 

6. Dây không phAi iã nhã ông Kim. 

This (place) is not Mr. Kim's house. 

7. ,.. , , " '2 , 
Khong co nudc uong d do. 

There isn't any drinking water there. 

8. Dàng kia không phAi lã Toa D~i-SV MY. 
(That place) over there is not the 

American Embassy. 

{. Response Drill 

1. TrUdng VÕ-Tánh d ductng D?C-L~p. 

The Vo-Tanh School is on Doc-Lap 
Street. 

2. Ông HAi d dãng kia. 

Mr. Hai is over there. 

,..,.. '2'< '2 " 
V~y ong truâng ap d dau? 

Then where is the hamlet chief? 

A '" • '2 " V~y nha ong Klm d dau? 

Then where is Mr. Kim's house? 

,.. , " '2 ,.. 
V~y nudc uong d dau? 

Then where is the drinking water? 

V~y Toa D~i-SV My d dâu? 

Then where is the American Embassy? 

Tructng Võ-Tánh d dâu? 

Where is the Vo-Tanh School? 

D~ tructng VÕ-Tánh d dUdng D?c-L~p. 

The Vo-Tanh School is on Doc-Lap Street. 

A '2. '2 ,.. 
Ong Hal d dau? 

Where is Mr. Hai? 

Da ông Hãi d dãng kia. 

Mr. Hai is over there. 
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3. Khách-s~n Majestic & bên tay trái. 

The Majestic Hotel is on the le~t. 

4. Súng & dây. 

The gun is here. 

5. Ti~m an Ng~c-Lan-Dlnh & bên tay m~t. 

The Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant is 
on the right. 

6. Sân máy bay & bên tay trái. 

The airport is on the le~t. 

Khách-s~n Majestjc d dâu? 

Where is the Majestic Hotel? 

Da khách-s~n Majestic & bên tay trái o 

The Majestic Hotel is on the le~t. 

Súng & dâu? 

Where is the gun? 

, li " 
D~ sung â day. 

The gun is here. 

." ~ 'li " Tlem an Ng?c-Lan-Dlnh â dau? 

Where is the Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant? 

Da ti~m an Ng~c-Lan-Dlnh & bên tay m~t. 

The Ngoc-Lan-Dinh Restaurant is on the 
right. 

'" li" San may bay â dau? 

Where is the airport? 

A, ~ A '. 

D~ san may bay â ben tay tral. 

The airport is on the le~t. 
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EXERCI SES 

1. Using pictures and/or labeled blocks, practice the Basic Dialogue making appropriate 

substitutions for the building names. 

2. Using pictures and/or labeled blocks, practice asking and answering identification 

questions. For example: 

'That (place) (~ this (placeJ or [that place] over there) is , right? 

'Yes, it is 

'No, it isn't 

3. Set up a model town and ask and answer questions pertaining to the location of the buildings. 

48 


