LESSON 5

BASIC DIALOGUE

Mr,., Smith
that gentjleman or that man
or that
who?
Who's that man?
Mr, Hai
captain
That'!s Captain Minh,
Mr, Smith
go
go where?
go where, like that?
Where is he going (like that)?
Mr, Hai

Popular Forces
Popular Forces camp
go to the Popular Forces camp

He's going to the Popular Forces camp.

ong aé

ai

Ong ad 1a ai<?

dgi-ﬁy

Da &6 1&a dai-Uy Minh,

ai
dai dau
di gqéu vy

Ong a4y ai déu vay?

Nghia-Quan
don Nghia-Quén

(di) lai don Nghla-Quén

Da éng 8y (ai) lai aon Nghia-Quan.
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NOTES
1. 5ng dé 'that gentleman' is a demonstrative expression which points out a particular man.
Note also: ba a6 'that lady', cd dd 'that girl', cdc Ong dS 'those gentlemen!, etc.

Ai 'who?' is the question replacement word for personal nominals. It occurs in the same
positions as these nominals, Compare the members of the following groups:

(a) Dé 1& Ong Minh. 'That's Mr. Minh,'
DS 1& ai? 'Who is that?!

(b) Ong &y tén Minh. 'His name is Minh.!'
Ai tén Minh? 'Who is named Minh?!

(¢) Ba Minh ¢é xe, !'Mrs. Minh has a car,!
Ai c¢é xe? 'Who has a car?!

2. Compare: Ong a6 1la dai-Uy Minh., 'That gentleman is Captain Minh,'!
and: pé 1a dgi—ﬁy Minh. !'That's Captain Minh' or 'There's Captain Minh',

3. Xéx in final position means 'like that!, i.e. 'under existing conditions!', 'in circumstances
seen to exist at the present time', Compare vdy in initial position (Vay trudng VOo-Ténh
& @du?) which corresponds to 'if that's the case!, 'if it's like that!, 'if those are the

circumstances!?,

3,L. Pi and lai are verbals., Di implies motion, usually comparable to English 'go' or 'set out
for'. Lal implies motion extending to a place nearby.
GENERAL PATTERNS:
person +—(§i)l-+~lg1;+ place (i.e. not geographical place name) — 'person goes

to place nearby'2

1Optional
2Including 'here'. Thus: (di) lai day !'come here!
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person + di + place (i.e. geographical place name) = 'person goes to named place!

person + di + dau? = !'where is person going?'
Thus : Ong &y di lai don Nghla-Quén.
or: Ong &y lai don Nghia-Qudn. 'He's going to the Popular Forces camp.'

Ong &y di Viét-Nam. 'He's going to Viet-Nam.!

Ong &y di dau? 'Where is he going?!
Note that lai does not occur before geographical place names or before gég 'where?!
Unlike English verbs, Vietnamese verbals do not change their form to indicate differences
of person, tense, etc. There is nothing in Vietnamese comparable to the differences in
English forms like 'go', 'goes', 'went', ‘'going' etc. A Vietnamese verbal has only one form.
Tense differences are indicated by other words in the sentence and/or general context,
The presence of Xél in Sentence 3 indicates that the question refers to present time.

Sentence l, in the given context, 1s present; but in other contexts, the same Vietnamese

sentence could refer to future or past time. Similarly, the examples immediately above
are also equivalent to 'He will go (Qg.went) to the Popular Forces camp'; 'He will go (g£
went) to Viet-Nam'; 'Where is he going to go?' or 'Where did he go?'. Many of the drill

sentences that follow also have several English equivalents which reflect tense differences.
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A.

B.

Substitution Drill

1.
2.
3.
Lo
5.
6.
Te
8.
9.

10.

11.

That's

Captain

(1st) Lieutenant
(2nd) Lieutenant
(3rd) Lieutenant
Colonel

(Lt.) Colonel

Ma jor

General

(Lt.) General
(Maj.) General

(Brig.) General

Substitution Drill

1.
2.
3.
Le
5.
6.

Who!s

that| gentleman
woman
girl
fellow

woman

person

Minh,

DRILLS

DS la

Nguoi

dai-uy
trung-uy
thigu-dy
chuén—ﬁy
dai-té
trung-ta
thigu-t4
dai-tudng
trung-tudng
thidu-tudng

chuan-tudng

hl .
dé la ai®

Minh.
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Transformation Drill

1. Ong ay 1a ai?
Who's he?
2. Ba &y 1a ba Phuong.
She's Mrs. Phuong.,
3. Ong &y 14 dai-dy Minh.
He's Captain Minh,
li. Anh &y tén HAi.
His name is Hai,
5. C6 ay cé viét,
She has a pen.
6. Chi dy khdéng cd tien.
She doesn't have any money.
7. Ong &y khdng phdi 13 dai-td Long.
He's not Colonel Long.
8. Anh &y cd stng khéng?
Does he have a gun?
9. Ong 4y 13 thidu-t4 Lién, phii khdng?

He's Major Lien, right®

Ong ad 1a ai?
Who's that gentleman?
Ba dé 1& ba Phuong.
That woman is Mrs. Phuong.
Ong aé la dai-Uy Minh.
That man is Captain Minh.
Anh @6 tén HAi.
That fellow's name is Hai,
€6 ad cé viet.
That girl has a pen.
Chi a8 khdng cé tisn.
That woman doesn't have any money.
Ong ad khong phii 1& dai-td Long.
That man 1s not Colonel Long.
Anh d6 c¢o stng khong?
Does that fellow have a gun?
Ong dd 1& thiéu-td Lién, phdi khdng?

That man is Major Lien, right?
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D. Transformation Drill

1.

10,

lll

Ong adé 1& ai?
Who'!s that gentleman?
Co a6 1a co Lien.
That girl is Miss Lien.
Ba dé 1& ba Minh, phdi khong?
That lady is Mrs. Minh, right?
Anh &é khong phdi 13 anh Long.
That fellow is not Long.
Chi @b 1a aiv®
Who'!s that woman?
bng a6 14 trung-ty Chan.
That man is (lst) Lieutenant Chan,
Nguoi ddé 1& trung-td Kim, phdi khong?
That person is (Lt.) Colonel Kim, right?
Ong a6 1a thidu-tudng HAi.
That man is (Maj.) General Hai.

Nguoi dé khéng phdi 1a thidu-uy Phuong.

That person is not (2nd) Lieutenant
Phuong.

Ong aé 1a dai-tudng Minh.
That man is General Minh.

Nguoi &6 1& thiéu-t4 Lién, phdi khong?

That person is Major Lien, right?

13 ai?
Who's that?

14 ¢o Lién,
That's Miss Lien.

13 ba Minh, phéi khong?
That's Mrs. Minh, right?

khong phéi 1a anh Long.
That!'s not Long.
13 ai?
Who'!s that?
14 trung-dy Chan.
That's (1st) Lieutenant Chan.
13 trung-td Kim, phdi khong?
That's (Lt.) Colonel Kim, right?
14 thidu-tudng HAi.
That's (Maj.) General Hai.

khong phii 1% thiéu-dy Phuong.

That's not (2nd) Lieutenant Phuong.

la dai-tudng Minh.
That!s General Minh.

134 thiéu-té Lién, phéi khong?

That's Major Lien, right?
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Response Drill

lO

Ong dd 1a ong Long, phdi khdéng? /Ong Long/

That man is Mr. Long, right?
B2 dé 1& ba Phuong, phadi khong? /ba Kim/
That lady is Mrs, Phuong, right?

Nguoi ¢é 1a trung-tudng Lién, phai khong?
/trung-tudng Minh/

That person is (Lt.) General Lien, right?

06 &6 1a c¢b Hué, phdi khéng? /cb Hué/
That girl is Miss Hue, right?

Anh &6 12 anh HALi, phdi khong?
That fellow is Hai, right?

Nguoi ¢é 1a chuan-uy Minh, phéi khong?

/thigu-Gy Minh/
That person is (3rd) Lieutenant Minh,
right?

Chi dé la chi Hué, phdi khong? /chi Hu&/

That woman is Miss/Mrs. Hue, right?

Ong a6 1 dai-ty Chan, phdi khong? /dai-
uy Chén/

That man is Captain Chan, right?

Ong ¢ 13 ong Long, phdi khong? /thitu-td
Lién/

That man is Mr., Long, right?

/anh Phuong/

Da phéi. Ong & 1la ong Long.

Yes. That man is Mr. Long.

Da khong ‘phédi. Ba dé la ba Kim.

No. That lady is Mrs., Kim,
Da khong (phdi). Ngudi dé 1a trung-tudng
Minh,
No. That person is (Lt.) General
Minh.
Da phédi. €O d@é 1la ¢o Hué.
Yes. That girl is Miss Hue,

Da khong(phdi. Anh d6 1& anh Phuong.
No. That fellow 1s Phuong.
Da khong (phdi), Nguoi dé 14 thidu-ly
Minh.,
No. That person is (2nd) Lieute-
nant Minh,
Chi d@é 12 chi Hué.

That woman is Miss/Mrs. Hue.

Da phéi.

Yes.

Da phdi. Ong aé 1& dai-uy Chan.

Yes. That man is Captain Chan.

Da khong(phai. Ong dé 1& thiéu-td Lién.

No. That man is Major Lien.
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F. Substitution Drill

1.
2.
3.
L.
5.
6.
Te
8.
9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

1lh.

Where's he going?

He's golng to

Viet-Nam
America
Saigon
Da-Nang
Hue
Can-Tho
My~-Tho
Vung-Tau
Nha-Trang
Bien-Hoa
Cam-Ranh
Quang-Tri

Quang-Ngai

bng gy ai

dau?
Viet-Nam
My
sai-gon
ba-Ning
Hué
Can-Tho
My -Tho
Viing-Tau
Nha-Trang
Bién-Hoa
Cam~-Ranh
Quang-Tri

Quang-Ngai
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Ge

He's going to the Popular Forces camp.

Ong 8y (ai) lai don Nghia-Quén.

Who's going to the Popular Forces camp? Ai (di) lai don Nghia-Quan?

Who'!s going to the hospital?
I'm going to the hospital,

I'm going to the police station.,.

That girl is going to the police station.Co d$

That girl is going to Vo-Tanh School.

Colonel Minh is going to Vo-Tanh

Colonel Minh is going to the American

(lst) Lieutenant Hai is going to the

(1lst) Lieutenant Hai is going to the
hamlet chief's house.

Captain Long is going to the hamlet

Captain Long is going to the Regional

Substitution Drill
1.
2o
3.
L.
S.
6.
Te
8.
School.
9.
Embassy.
10.
American Embassy.
11.
12.
chief's house.
13.
Forces camp.
1.

He's going to the Regional Forces camp.

Ai (di) lai nhd thuong?
T6i (di) lai nha thuong.

T6i (ai) lai bét cénh-sdt.

(di) lai bét cénh-sdt.

Co a6 (di) lai truong V3-Ténh.

Dai-td Minh (di) lai trudng Vo-Ténh.

bai-td4 Minh (di) lai Toa bai-Si My.

Trung-iy HAi (di) lai Toa Pai-Si My.

Trung-dy HAi (di) lai nha ong trubng ap.

bai-dy Long (4i) lai nha ong trudng ap.

Dgi—ﬁy Long (&i) lai don bia-Phuong-Quan.

a ~

Ong &y (ai) lai aon bia-Phuong-Quan.

57



H. Substitution Drill

1

He's going to the Popular Forces camp.

He's going to the Regional Forces camp.

He's going to the District Chief's

He's going to the American Embassy.

l. He's going to Bien-Hoa,
24
3. Where is he going?
i, He's going to Vo-Tanh School.
S. He's going to Viet-Nam.
6, He's going to America.
I
8. He's going to the Majestic Hotel.
9. He's going to Can-Tho.
10.
house,
11.
12. He's going to Da-Nang.
13, He's going to Saigon.
1. He's going to Cho Ray Hospital.
1

Include lai wherever necessary.

di
di
gi
di
di
di
ai
di
di

dai

ai
di
dai

di

Bi%n—Hba .

lai don Nghia-Quan.

dau?

lai truong Vo-Tdnh.

Vviet-Nam.

.
lai don Dia-Phuong-Quén,

lai khédch-san Majestic.

Can-Thd.

lai nhd Ong Quan-Trudng.

lai Toa Pai-St My.

D‘a. —Nvél’lg .
Sai-Gon.,

lai nhd thuong Cho RAy.
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I. Substitution Drilll

1.

2o

3.

10,

I'm going to the Popular Forces camp.
And where are you going?

Mr, Minh is going to Bien-Hoa. And

where are you going?

He's going to Vo-Tanh School.

And where are you going?
Captain Long is going to My-Tho. And
where are you going?

That lady is going to the American
Embassy. And where are you going?

The District Chief 1s going to the
Regional Forces camp. And where are
you going?

Colonel Kim is going to Quang-Ngai.
And where are you going?

The hamlet chief 1s going to Can-Tho.,.
And where are you going?

I'm going to the Province Chief's house.

And where are you going?

Ma jor Long is going to Nha-Trang. And

where are you golng?

1

Include lal wherever necessary.

Toi i lai don Nghia-Quén. Con ong di d8u?

Ong Minh di Bieén-Hoa. Con ong di dau?

~ ~

Ong &y di lai truong Vd-Ténh.

Con ong di dau?

Dai-dy Long di My-Tho.

’,

B4 46 di lai Toa Dai-Si My. Con Ong di dau?

dng Qu%n—Truéng ai lai don Dia-Phuong-Quén.
Con ong di dau?

Pai-td4 Kim di Quing-Ng&i. Con ong di dau?

Ong trubng &p di Can-Tho. Con ong di dau?

Toi di lai nha ong Tinh-Trudng. Con ong di

dau?

Thidu-t4 Long di Nha-Trang. Con ong di dau?
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Response Drill

1.

Al

Al

Al

Al

Al

Al

Al

Al

Al

’

co?

Who has [it]®?
khong cd?

Who doesn't have [any]?
cé hop quet?

Who has matches?
khéng cé dong-ho?

Who doesn't have a watch?
tén Smith?

Who is (lit. is named) Smith?
aie

Who's going?
Khong di?

Who's not going?
di viét-Nam?

Who'!s going to Viet-Nam?
khong di Ving Tau?

Who's not going to Vung Tau?

Da.

Da

D2

D2

toi cd.
I have [it].
toi khong cd.

I don't have [any].
t6i ¢d hop quet.

I have matches.
t3i khong cé dong-ho.

I don't have a watch.
toi tén Smith.

I am (lit. am named) Smith.
toi ai.

I'm going.
toi khong di.

I'm not going.
t6i di Viet-Nam.

I'm going to Viet-Nam,
toi khong di Ving Tau.

I'm not going to Vung Tau.
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10, Ai 1la dai-uy Smith? Da to6i la dai-dy Smith.

Who is Captain Smith? I am Captain Smith.
11, Ai di lai ddn DPia-Phuong-Quin? Da t6i di lai don Dia-Phuong-Quén.,
Who is going to the Regional I'm going to the Regional Forces camp.
Forces camp?
12. Ai khong di lai nha ong Quan-Truéng? Da t0i khong di lai nha ong Quén-Truéng.
Who is not going to the District I'm not going to the District Chief's
Chief's house? house,

Response Drill

1. DS la dai-uy Minh. pé 1a ai?
That'!s Captain Minh. Who'!s that?
Da @6 la dai-ty Minh,
That's Captain Minh,
2. Ong H&i cb xe. Ai cé xe®
Mr, Hai has a vehicle. Who has a vehicle?
Da ong HAi cé xe.
Mr, Hai has a vehicle,
3. €6 Lién khdng cé viét. Ai ¥Xhong cé viét?
Miss Lien doesn't have a pen. Who doesn't have a pen?
Da ¢b Lién khéng cé viét.

Miss Lien doesn't have a pen.
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Nguoi &6 1& c¢6 Kim.

That person is Miss Kim,

Trung-t4 Long di My.

(Lt.) Colonel Long is going to
America,

D6 1& thidu-tudng Chan,

That's (Maj.) General Chan.,

Chi Hué di lai bét cénh-sdt.

Miss/Mrs. Hue is going to the
police station.,

Nguoi &8 1a ai?

pa

Al

Da

Da

Al

Who is that person?
nguoi daé 1a ¢d Kim.,

That person is Miss Kim.

ai Mye
Who'!s going to America?
trung-td Long di MY.

(Lt.) Colonel Long is going to America,

1la ai?
Who's that?
dé 13 thidu-tudng Chin.
That's (Maj.) General Chan,
di lai bét clnh-sdt?
Who's going to the police station?
chi Hué di lai bét clnh-sét.

Miss/Mrs. Hue is going to the police

station.

62



10,

11,

biEng kia la trung-uy Lien.

Over there is (1lst) Lieutenant
Lien,

Anh Minh khong di Quing-Tri.

Minh is not going to Quang-Tri.

Ong HAi khong di lai nhd ong Tinh-
Truéng.

Mr, Hai is not going to the
Province Chief's house.

Ong Phuong khong phdi 1a thisdu-t&.

Mr., Phuong is not a major.

Ding kia 1a ai?

Al

Al

Al

Who'!s over there?

ding kia 13 trung-Uy Lién.
Over there is (lst) Lieutenant Lien.
khong di Quing-Tri?
Who's not going to Quang-Tri?
anh Minh khong di Quéng-Tri.
Minh is not going to Quang-Tri.
khong di lai nha ong Tinh-Truéng?
Who's not going to the Province Chief's
house?
ong HAi khong di lai nhd ong Tinh-Trudng.

Mr, Hal is not going to the Province
Chief's house,

khong phii 13 thidu-t4?
Who is not a major?
ong Phuong khong phdi 1a thifu-td.

Mr. Phuong is not a major.
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L.

Response Drill

1. Toi la dai-uy Minh.

I'm Captain Minh.

2. Toi c¢é hop quet.

I have matches,

3. Toi di Nha-Trang.

I'm going to Nha-Trang.

llo Toi tén Phuong.

My name 1s Phuong.

Ong dy 1a ai?

Who is he?
Da ong &y 1l dai-iy Minh.

He's Captain Minh.
Ong &y cé gl

What does he have?
Da ong dy cé hop quet.

He has matches.
Ong gy ai gau?

Where is he going?
Da Ong ay di Nha-Trang.

He's going to Nha-Trang.
6ng gy ten gi?

What is his name?
Da ong gy ten Phuong.

His name is Phuong.
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Toi

i khdéng cé tien.

I don't have any money.

di lai nha ong Long.

I'm going to Mr. Long's house.

khong di ba-Ning.

I'm not going to Da-Nang.

14 thiéu-ty HAi.

I'm (2nd) Lieutenant Hai,

b e
¢ dong-ho.,

I have a watch.,

Ong 4y khong cdé gi?
What doesn't he have?
Da Ong &y khdng cé tien.
He doesn't have any money.
Ong &y ai aau?
Where is he going?
Da ong &y di lai nhd dng Long.
He's going to Mr. Long's house.
Ong 4y khong ai déu?
Where isn't he going?
Da Ong &y khong di ba-Ning.
He!'s not going to Da-Nang.
Ong &y 1a ai?
Who 1s he?
Da ong &y 1a thidu-ty HAi.
He's (2nd) Lieutenant Hai,
Ong 8y cé gle
What does he have?
Da 6ng &y ¢S dong-ho.

He has a watch.
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Response Drill

1.

2e

3.

pd

la dai-uy Kim,
That'!'s Captain Kim.
la c¢o Phuong.
That's Miss Phuong.
1% anh Chan.
That's Chan.
14 ba Hué.
That's Mrs., Hue.
134 ong HAi.
That's Mr, Hai.
13 trung-tuéng Minh,
That's (Lt.) General Minh.
14 chi Lién.
That's Miss/Mrs. Lien.
13 trung-Uy Long.
That's (2nd) Lieutenant Long.
13 chuén-tuéng Smith.

That's (Brig.) General Smith.

Ong dy ai dadu

Where is he going (like that)?

véy?

C6 4y dai dau vay?

Where is
Anh gy di dau

Where is

she going?
vay?

he going?

Bh &y di ddu vAy?

Where is
Ong &y ai dau
Where is
Ong &y di dau
Where is
Chi &y di dau
Where is
bng &y ai ddu
Where is
Ong a4y di dau

Where is

she going?
vay?

he going?
véy?

he going?
vay?

she going?
vay?

he going?
vay?

he going?
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Transformation Drill

1.

2

3.

9.

Ong

Ong

Ong

Ong

Ong

di Bién-Hoa khong?

Are you going to Bien-Hoa?
cé stng khong?

Do you have a gun?
di lai trudng VO-Ténh khdng?
Are you going to Vo-Tanh School?
cé xe khong?

Do you have a vehicle?
di Cam-Ranh khong?

Are you going to Cam-Ranh?
di lai don Nghia-Quén khong?

Are you going to the Popular Forces
camp?

cé thudc khdng?

Do you have any cigarettes?
di Hué khong?

Are you going to Hue?

di lai Toa Dai-S& My khong?

Are you going to the American
Hnbassy?

Ai

Al

Al

Al

Al

Al

Al

Al

Al

di Bién-Hoa?

Who is going to Bien-Hoa?
cé sung?

Who has a gun?®
di lai trudng VO-Tdnh?

Who is going to Vo-Tanh School?
cd xe?

Who has a vehicle?
di Cam-Ranh?

Who is going to Cam-Ranh?
di lai don Nghila-Quén?

Who is going to the Popular Forces

cé thudc?

Who has cigarettes?®
di Hué?

Who is going to Hue?

di lai Toa Dai-Si My?

camp?

Who is going to the American Embassy?
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Oe

Response Drill

1.

2o

To

Ong HA&i khong di. /ong Minh/
Mr, Hai i1s not going.
Ong Long khong cd. /ai/
Mr, Long doesn't have [it],
Co Phuong khong di My-Tho. /dau/
Miss Phuong is not going to My-Tho.
B& &y khong di lai Tda Pai-Si My. /déu/

She is not going to the American
Embassy,

D6 khong phéi 1& dai-dy Kim. /ai/
That's not Captain Kim,
6ng Chan khong cé tién. /ong/
Mr, Chan doesn't have any money.
T6i khong cé tg—dién. /ong Smith/

I don't have a dictionary.

Dai-td4 Minh khong di Ving-Tau. /ai/

Colonel Minh is not going to Vung-Tau.

vay

V%y

V@y

V@y

vay

ong Minh di khong?

Then is Mr, Minh going?

ai ¢o?
Then who has [it]?
c6 Phuong di dau?

Then where is Miss Phuong going?
bd Ay di déu?

Then where is she going?

aé 1a ai?

Then who is that?
6ng cé tien khong?

Then do you have any money?
ong Smith c¢é tg-dién khong?

Then does Mr., Smith have a diction-
ary?

ai di Ving-Tau?

Then who is going to Vung-Tau?
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10,

11.

12.

/aau/

He is not going to Quang-Ngai.

Anh &y khéng di Quing-Ngii.

Anh &y khong di Quing-Ngdi. /ai/
He is not going to Quang-Ngai.
Anh Ay khong di Quang-Ngdi. /éng Long/

He is not going to Quang-Ngai.

Day khong phdi 13 trung-ty Chan. /ai/

This is not (2nd) Lieutenant Chan.

Véy anh ay di dau?

Then where is he going?
Vay ai di Quang-Ngdi?

Then who is going to Quang-Ngai?
Vay ong Long di Quing-Ngdi khong?

Then is Mr, Long going to Quang-
Ngai?

Vay day 1& ai?

Then who is this?
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EXERCISES

Using pictures as visual alds, practice the Basic Dialogue with appropriate variations.

Using visual aids to represent the military ranks introduced in Drill A, practice
verifying whether or not a particular rank is in fact the one being designated.
Example: (pointing to a rank)

Pay la dai-dy, phdi khong? 'This is a captain, right?!
Da phdi. DS la dai-iy. 'Yes. That's a captain,'
or: Da khong phdi. (DS khong phdi 1a dai-Uy.) DS 1la . 'No. (That's not
a captain.) That's o!

Practice asking and answering questions pertalning to identification of class members and

pictures of famous people. Include both yes-or-no questions as well as 'who?'! questions.

Using a map of Viet-Nam to provide visual cues, practice asking and answering questions
about where people are going. Include both yes-or-no questions as well as 'where?!
questions.

After indicating motion to a place by a certain person through the use of visual cues,

ask appropriate 'who?', 'where?', and yes-or-no questions.
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