
buy 

donrt buy! 

lo Donrt buy that one! 

how come? or why? 

(lit. because why?) 

2. How come (like that)? 

is of bad quality 

is bad or is very bad 

3. (Because) that one is no good. 

is of good quality 

is [it] good, or bad? 

4. (And) is this one good, or bad? 

LESSON 7 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Hai 

Mr. Smith 

Mr. Hai 

Mr. Smith 

mua 

d-ltng mua 

(Ông) d~ng mua cái dó. 

sao 

tai sao . 
( T~i) sao v~y? 

,( 

xau 
,( , 

xau Iam 

(T~i) cái dó xâu lãm. 

tôt 

,( ,( 

tot hay xau 

, '. "',t ;< Con cal nay tot hay xau? 
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is alI right ar is O.K. 

50 This ane's O.K. 

buy! ar buy, huh? ar 
haw-abaut buying~ 

6 0 Buy it! 

Mr. Hai 

dudc . 
'. "" Dc;t cal nay du?,c. 

mua di 

(Ông) mua di. 
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NOTES 

1. D~ng: GENERAL PATTERN: d~g + verbal X = general prohibition: 'don't X', 'you 

mustn't X'. 

The subject (i.e. the person addressed) may or may not be expressed in Vietnamese. Its 

occurrence makes the command less abrupt, except in those few patterns where it is 

required (i.e. in cüng patterns -- cf. the third example, following). 

Examples: 

(Ông) ô~ng di. 'Don't (you) go.' 

(Ông) drtng ãn cái dó. 'Don't (you) eat that.' ~ 'You mustn't eat that.' 

Ông cÜDg d~g ãn cái dó. 'Don't you eat that either.' 

2. Sao 'how come?' or 'why?', like Bl 'what?', ai 'who?' and dâu 'where?', is a question 

word. It regularly occurs either in initial position or preceded by !~l 'because'. 

Examples: 

(Tai) sao ông mua cái nay? 'How come you bought this?' or 'Why did you buy this?' . -
(T~i) sao ông ay chua den? 'How come he hasn't arrived yet?' 

(T~i) sao ông ay không di? 'How come he's not going?' 

Tai 'because' introduces a statement or question of cause. It may occur initially or 

medially in a sentence, as in the following examples: 

Tôi không di tai tôi không có xe. 'I'm not going because I don't have a vehicle.' . 
(T~i) sao ông không di? 'How come you're not going?' 

T~i tôi không có xe. 'Because I don't have a vehicle.' 

Ông ay không mua tai cái dó xau làm. 'He didn't buy that because it was no good.' . 
(T~i) sao ông ay không mua? 'How come he didn't buy it?' 

T~i cái dó xau lãm. 'Because it was no good.' 
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3. xãu: Words like xãu 'is bad' and tôt 'is o~ good quality' belong to a sub-class of verbaIs 

which will herea~ter be called STATlVE VERBALS. Non-stative verbaIs will hereafter be 

called ACTION VERBALS. 

Stative verbaIs rarely occur alone in a sentence or phrase. They are usually at least 

~ollowed by a quali~ying word and/or preceded by da. One such qualifier is lãm, which, _e_ __ 
unless stressed, is a very weak 'very'; with stress, it corresponds to a stronger 

Ehglish 'very' o 

Example: 

xãu lãm. '[It] is (very) bad.' or (with stressed lãm) '[It] is very bad.' 

The yes-or-no question pattern consisting o~ a verbal expression + không is already 

~amiliar (~or example, Ông biet không? 'Do you know?'). ln this pattern, the verbal 

may be preceded by unstressed có as an indication of emphasis on the immediately 

~ollowing word (for example, Ông có biet không? 'Do you ~?'). The pattern with có 

is particularly common when the verbal is a stative verbal o 

Examples: 

(Có) tót không? 'Is [it] good?' 

Cái nay (có) tót không? 'Is this one good?' 

ln the a~~irmative answer, the stative verbal is repeated with a preceding da and/or 

a ~ollowing quali~ier like lãm: 
,.c 

~ tot o 

or (D~) tót lãmo 

The short negative answer is: 

(D~) khôngo 
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4 '" '" o Tot hay xau? 

Two statements joined by hay form an alternate question in Vietnamese. Overlapping is 

usually but not always eliminated, with hay occurring between the parts on which the 

questioning focuses. 

Examples: 

\
C~~ 
Cal 

cái 

\
~ng 
Ong 

Ông 

nay tôt. 'This is good.' 

nay xau. 'This is bad.' 

nay tôt hay (cái nay) xau? 'Is this good, or (is this) bad?' 

Hài di. 'Mr. Hai is goingo' 

Minh di. 'Mr. Minh is going.' 

Hài (di) hay ông Minh di? 'Is Mr. Hai (going), or is Mr. Minh going?' 

60 mua di: Affirmative command patterns in Vietnamese include an action verbal expression 

with or without an expressed subject (cf o the description of the negative command 

pattern above). 

Example: 

(Ông) d?C cái nayo '(You) read this one.' 

The occurrence of unstressed di at the end of the sentence softens an affirmative 

command, making it less abrupt and more like a suggestion o 

(Ông) mua cái nay di. '(You) buy this one, huh?' or 'How about buying this one?' 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Dri11 

1. Don't I buy I that. Dltng mua cái dó. 

2. se11 bán 

30 eat an 

4. drink 
,t 

uong 

50 do 1àm 

60 ' . say nOl 

7. study I h<;>c 

8 0 use dUng 

90 ask for or xin 
request 

10 0 forget I quên 

B. Substitution Dri11 

1. Don'tl go Dltng di 

20 come dên 

30 sit 
)-. . 

ngol 

40 stand dÚTIg 

50 wait ddi 
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c. Response Dri11 

1. Tôi mu5n mua. (Ông) dltng mua. 

I want to buy it. Don't buy it. 

2. Tôi mu5n ddi. (Ông) d1tng d<;>,i. 

I want to wait. Don't wait. 

30 Tôi mu5n dên. (ông) " ,t dung den. 

I want to come. Don't come. 

4. Tôi mu5n xin cái dó. (Ông) dltng xin cái dó. 

I want to request that. Don't request that. 

5. A. ,-( """. Tal muon ngol. (Ông) dilng ng~i. 

I want to sit. Don't sit. 

6. Tôi mu5n nói cái dó. (Ông) d1tng nói cái dóo 

I want to say that. Don't say that. 

7. Tôi mu5n dling. (Ông) dltng dling. 

I want to stand. Don't stand. 

8. Tôi mu5n dUng cái dó. (Ông) dilng dUng cái dó. 

I want to use that. Don't use that. 

9. ". " " '."..... Tal muon Iam cal nayo (Ông) d1tng làm cái n~yo 

I want to do this. Don' t do this. 
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D. Expansion Drill 

1. Tôi không mua cái dó. 

1'm not going to buy that. 

2. Ông Minh không di. 

Mr. Minh is not going. 

3. Tôi không d?,i. 

1'm not going to wait. 

4. Tôi không ng~i. 

1'm not going to sit. 

5. Ao ;< A " '.' Ong ay khong dung cal do. 

He's not going to use that. 

6. Ông Hiêu không nói cái dó. 

Mr. Hieu is not going to say 
that. 

7. Ông ây không làm cái nay. 

HeIs not going to do this. 

Tôi không mua cái dó. Ông cling d~g mua cái dó. 

1'm not going to buy that. Don't you buy 
that, either. 

Ông Minh không di. Ông cling d~ng di. 

Mr. Minh is not going. Don't you go, either. 

Tôi không d?,i. ông cling d~ng d?,i. 

1'm not going to wait. Don't you wait, 
either. 

Tôi không ng~i. Â ,..". " '" • Ong cung dung ngol. 

1'm not going to sit. Don't you sit, either. 

A tI"l A "\ '.' A ,-..,J , " '. Ong ay khong dung cal do. Ong cung dung dung cal 
dóo 

He's not going to use that. Don't you use 
that, either. 

Ông Hiêu không nói cái dó. Ông cÜllg d~ng nói cái 
dó. 

Mr. Hieu is not going to say that. Don't you 
say that, either. 

A "".( A " '. '" A rY " " '. Ong~ay khong Iam cal nay. Ong cung dung Iam cal 
nay. 

He's not going to do this. Don't you do this, 
either. 
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E. Response Drill 

1. 5ng ãy không muôn mua. ( T~i) 
A ,.t A ,t 

sao ong ay khong muon mua? 

He doesn't want to buy it. How come he doesn't want to buy it? 

2. Tô i quên cái 'dó. (T~i) sao ông quên cái dó? 

I forgot that. How come you forgot that? 

3. 5ng Hieu chua den. ( T~i) 
A".t tI"l 

sao ong Hieu chua den? 

Mr. Hieu hasn't arrived yet. How come Mr. Hieu hasn't arrived yet? 

4. 5ng d~i-tá không muôn di. (T~i) sao ông d~i-tá không muôn di? 

The Colonel doesn't want to go. How come the Colonel doesn't want to go? 

5. " .,( " , . ').., Ong ay Iam cal nay. ( T~i) 
" .,( " , . ').., sao ong ay Iam cal nay? 

He did this. How come he did this? 

6. A A ~ • '. , 

Ong Qu~n-Truang Xln cal do. ( T~i) sao ông Qu~n-Trub.ng xin cái dó? 

The District Chief requested How come the District Chief requested 
that. that? 

7. 5ng Minh d ç1i • ( T~i) sao ông Minh d~i. 

Mr. Minh is going to wait. How come Mr. Minh is going to wait? 

8. Ông ãy chua nói cái dó. ( T~i) sao ông ãy chua nói cái dó? 

He hasn't said that yet. How come he hasn't said that yet? 

9. Ông ây biet r~i. ( T~i) " ;( ;< " sao ong ay biet roi? 

He knows already. How come he knows already? 
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F. Substitution Dril1 

That one's no good. (Lit. That one is of bad quality.) Cái dó 
;( 

I lfun. 1. xau 

20 That one' s good. (Lit. That one is of good quality.) tot 

3. That one's big. lÓ'n 

4. That one's small. nh6 

50 That one's longe dài 

6 0 That one's short. .L, ngan 

70 That one's new. mÓ'i 

8 0 That one' s old. cü 

9. That one's expensive. .L, mac 

10 0 That one's cheap. '2 re 

11. That one's tasty. ngon 

120 That one's not tasty. (Lit. That one's bad-tasting.) d& 

130 That one' s hot. , 
nong 

14. That one' s cold. lanh . 
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G. Substitution Drill 

1. Is that good, or bad? Cái dó I t~t hay 
,r( 

? xau 

2. Is that big, or small? lÓ'n nh6 

3. Is that long, or short? dài I ngãn 

4. Is that old, or new? cu mÓ'i 

5. Is that expensive, or cheap? .f. '2 mac re 

6. Is that tasty, or not tasty? ngon dÓ' 

7. Is that hot, or cold? I nóng I Ilanh 

H. Response Drill 

1. Cái nay tôt. Con cái dó tôt hay xâu? 

This one' s goo d. And is that one good, or bad? 

2. Cái nay mãe. " , • ,..!, ~ Con cal do mac hay re? 

This one's expensive. And is that one expensive, or cheap? 

3. Cái nay dài. Con cái dó d.ài hay ng ãn ? 

This one's longo And is that one long, or short? 

4. , . '" , Cal nay nong o Con cái dó nóng hay l~nh? 

This one's hoto And is that one hot, or cold? 

5. , . ~ , . 
Cal nay mdl o Con cái dó mÓ'i hay cu? 

This one's new. And is that one new, or old? 
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6. ' ,... Cai nay ngon o 
" , . , ~ Con cal do ngon hay da? 

This onets tasty. And is that one tasty, or not tasty? 

7. ' . "... , Cal nay 100. " '. " ~ Con cal do 100 hay nho? 

This onets big. And is that one big, or small? 

I. Response Drill 

1. 
' . ,;.( ".( Cal do tot hay xau? D~ (cái dÓ) tót lãm. 

Is that one good, or bad? (That one)ts good. 

2. Cái dó mãe hay ré? D~ (cái dó) mãe lãm. 

Is that one expensive, or cheap? (That one)'s expensive. 

30 Cái dó dài hay ngãn? D~ (cái dÓ) dài lfun. 

Is that one long, or short? (That one)ts longe 

40 Cái dó mdi hay cu? D~ (cái dó) mdi lfun. 

Is that one new, or old? (That one)ts new. 

5. Cái dó nóng hay l~nh? D~ (cái dÓ) nóng lãm. 

Is that one hot, or cold? (That one)'s hot. 

6. Cái dó ngon hay db? D~ (cái dÓ) ngon lãm. 

Is that one tasty, or not tasty? (That one)'s tasty. 

7. Cái dó 1dn hay nh6? D~ (cái dÓ) 1dn 1ãm. 

Is that one big, or sma11? (That one)'s big o 
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1.1. Repeat drill, using opposite stative verbal in student responses. 

EXAMPLE: 1. Da (cái dó) xãu lãm. . 
(That one)'s bad. 

J. Trans~ormation Drill 

1. 
'. ,;< ,( Cal do tot hay xau? Cái dó (có) tôt không? 

Is that one good, or bad? Is that one good? 

2. '. ~ ~ 2 Cal nay mac hay re? cái nay (có) mãc không? 

Is this one expensive, or aheap? Is this one expensive? 

3. Cái dó ldn hay nh6? Cái dó (có) ldn không? 

Is that one big, or small? Is that one big? 

4. ' ~ 2 Cai nay ngon hay da? cái nay (có) ngon không? 

Is this one tasty, or not tasty? Is this one tasty? 

5. Cái dó dài hay ngãn? Cái dó ( có) dài không? 

Is that one long, or short? Is that one long? 

6. Cái nay nóng hay l~nh? Cái nay (có) nóng không? 

Is this one hot, or cold? Is this one hot? 

7. Cái dó mdi hay cü? Cái dó (có) mdi không? 

Is that one new, or old? Is that one new? 
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K. Response Dri11 

lo 
'. , ,,( A. 

Cal do co tot khong? D~ (cái dó) tôt lãm. 

Is that one good? (That one)' s good. 

2. ' . ."... '" Cal nay ngon khong? D~ (cái n~y) ngon lãm. 

Is this one tasty? (This one)'s tasty. 

3. Cái dó có ldn không? D~ (cái dó) ldn lãm. 

Is that one big? (That one)rs big. 

4. Cái n~y mdi không? D~ (cái n~y) mdi 1ãmo 

Is this one new? (This one)'s new. 

5. Cái dó có dài không? D~ (cái dó) dài lãm. 

Is that one long? (That one)ts longe 

6. ' . )-.. , " Cal nay mac khong? D~ (cái nay) mãc lãm. 

Is this one expensive? (This one)ts expensive. 

7. '. ~ Â Cal nay du~c khong? D~ (cái nay) du?c lãm. 

Is this one O.K.? (This one)'s O.K. 

8. Cái dó có nóng không? D~ (cái dó) nóng lãm. 

Is that one hot? (That one)rs hot. 
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L. Transformation Drill 

1. Cái dó xau. '. , " ,< Cal do khong tot. 

That one's bad. That one's not good. 

2. 'o ~ 'l Cal nay re. , • '" " ..!. Cal nay khong maco 

This one's cheapo This one's not expensive. 

3. Cái dó nh6. Cái dó không ldn. 

That one's smallo That one's not big. 

4. Cái dó ngãn. Cái dó không dài. 

That one's shorto That one's not long. 

5. ' • "" IY Cal nay cu. Cái nây không mdi. 

This one' s old. This one's not new. 

6. Cái dó dbo Cái dó không ngon. 

That one tastes bad (lit. is That one's not tastyo 
bad-tasting) o 

70 'o ~ Cal nay ~~nh. , . "" " , Cal nay khong nong. 

This one's cold. This one's not hot. 

Lol. Repea t drill, reversing roles o 
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Me Combination Dri11 

" ,.( Ao".( '.' "t '- e.. ,r( A;II{ .'.' ,.t '-1. Ong ay khong muon mua. Cal do xau 1am. Ong ay khong muon mua t~l cal do xau 1am. 

He doesn't want to buy it. That's 
no good. 

2. Tôi muôn mua. Cái dó r~ 1ãm. 

r want to buy it. That's cheap. 

A ;( Â';< '. '" '2 , 3. Ong ay khong muon an. Cal nay dd 1am o 

He doesn't want to eat it o This is 
not tasty. 

He doesn't want to buy that because it's 
no good. 

Tôi muôn mua t~i cái dó rê 1ãmo 

r want to buy that because it's cheap. 
ó ;( '" ;< __ .,.,.... -2 .L. 
Ong ay khong muon an t~l cal nay dd 1am. 

He doesn't want to eat this because it's 
not tasty. 

40 Bng Hieu không di. Ông ay không có xe. Ông Hieu không di t~i ông ay không có xe. 

Mr. Hieu is not going. He doesn't 
have a vehic1e. 

5. Tôi không biet. Tôi chua doe báo. 

r don't know. r haven't read the 
newspapers o 

6. Cái nay mãe. '. ~ A .L.-Cal nay tot 1am. 

This is expensive. This is good. 

7. Tôi chua uông. Cái dó nóng 1ãm. 

Mr. Hieu is not going because he doesn't 
have a vehic1e. 

Tôi không biet t~i tôi chua doe báo. 

r don't know because r haven't read the 
newspapers. 

Cái nay mãe t~i cái nay tôt 1ãm. 

This is expensive because it's good. 

Tôi chua uông t~i cái dó nóng 1ãm. 

r'm not going to drink it yet. That's 1'm not going to drink that yet because 
ho t. it's hot. 

8. Ông ay không den. " ,.( " Ong ay quen. " ,( '" ;< .A ,.t '" Ong ay khong den t~l ong ay quen. 

He didn't come. He i'orgot. He didn't come because he f'orgot. 
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N. Response Drill 

'" ,r A· .'.' ,r ..r-I. Ong ay khong mua t~l cal do xau Iam. 

He didn't buy that because it was no 
good. 

20 Ông ay xin cái dó t~i ông ay chua có. 

He's going to ask ~or that because 
he doesn't have it yeto 

30 Cô ay không nói tai ông ay biet r~io . 
She didn't say because he knew a1ready. 

40 Ông ay không den tai ông ay quêno . 

50 

He didn't come because he ~orgot. 

Ông ay không di tai ông Smith cling không 
di. • 

He's not going because Mr. Smith is 
not going either. 

Tai 
A ,r A 

· sao ong ay khong mua? 

How come he di dn I t buy i t ? 

Da tai cái dó xau 1fun. . 
Because it was no good. 

Tai sao ông ay xin cái dó? 

How come he's going to ask ~or that? 

D~ t~i ông ay chua có. 

Because he doesn't have it yet. 

Tai 
A;ot Ao , • 

· sao co ay khong nOl? 

How come she didn' t say? 

Da tai ông ay biet r~io · . 
Because he knew a1ready. 

• A,r A ,r 
T~l sao ong ay khong den? 

How come he didn't come? 

• A ~ Ao 

Da t~l ong ay quen. 

Because he ~orgot. 

T~i sao ông ãy không di? 

How come he's not going? 

Da t~i ông Smith cting không di. 

Because Mro Smith is not going 
either. 
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6. 

70 

8. 

" ,( " ,( .. " ,( " , Ong ~y khong muon dl t~l ong ay khong co 
tien. 

He doesn't want to go because he doesn't 
have any money. 

" 'l '2 • ,( ." ,( • Ong Tlnh-Truâng chua blet tal ong ay dl 
Sài-Gon r~i. • 

The Province Chief doesn't know yet 
because heIs gone to Saigon aIready. 

,., ,(,( .",( 
Ong ay muon d9c t~l ong ay chua d9c. 

He wants to read it because he hasn't 
read it yet. 

~ ;( A. ;( _ .'.' '2 .L. 90 Ong ay khong muon an tal cal do da Iam. 

He doesn't want to eat that because it's 
not tasty. 

T~i sao ông ãy không muôn di? 

How come he doesn't want to go? 

." ;( " ,.'" 
D~ t~l ong ay khong co tlen. 

Because he doesn't have any money. 

T~i sao ông Tinh-Trudng chua biêt? 

How come the Province Chief doesn't 
know yet? 

.,.... ti'< • '. ' "" • 
D~ t~l ong ay dl Sal-Gon rOl. 

Because heIs gone to Saigon aIready. 

Tai sao ông ãy muôn d9c? 

How come he wants to read it? 

." ,( 

D~ t~l ong ay chua doc. 

Because he hasn't read it yet. 

. ",( " ,( Tal sao ong ay khong muon àn? 

How come he doesn't want to eat it? 

Da tai cái dó d& Iãm. 

Because it's not tasty. 
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o. Trans~ormation Dri11 

1. Ông drtng mua cái dó. ông mua cái dó di. 

Don't buy that. Buy that. 

2. Dltng di o Di di. 

Don't goo GO. 

3. A" " , • ~ Co dling dung cal nayo A" , • '" • Co dung cal nay dl. 

Don't use this. Use this. 

4. " ~. Anh dung ngol. Anh ng~i di. 

Don' t si t. Si t. 

5. Dltng nói. Nói di. 

Don't say it. Say it. 

6. các ông dltng d~i. các ông d~i di. 

Don'twait. Wai t. 

70 Cht dltng d1ing. Cht d1ing di. 

Don' t stand. Stand. 

8 0 
" " , . ~ Dung Iam cal nay. " , . '" . Lam cal nay dl. 

Don't do this. Do this. 

9. ông dltng di l~i nhà ông Minh. Ông di l~i nhà ông Minh di. 

Don't go to Mr. Minh's house. Go to Mro Minh's house. 

N.l. Repeat drill, reversing roles. 
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P_ Response Drill 

1. Tôi không muôn mua cái dó. 

I donft want to buy that. 

20 ".;l '. '" TOl muon mua cal nayo 

I want to buy this. 

3. Tôi không muôn di MY-Tho. 

I donft want to go to My-Tho. 

40 Tôi muôn làm cái nay. 

I want to do this. 

5. Tôi muôn xin cái dó. 

I want to request that. 

60 Tôi không muôn bán cái dó. 

I don't want to sell that. 

7. " • A ".(.......' • '" TOl khong muon an cal nay. 

I don't want to eat this. 

8. Tôi muôn nói cái dó. 

I want to say that. 

90 Tôi không muôn l~i nhà ông Long. 

I donft want to go to Mro Longfs 
house. 

V~y (ông) dting mua. 

Then don't buy it. 

V~y (ông) mua di. 

Then buy it. 

V~y (ông) dting di. 

Then don f t go. 

V~y (ông) làm di. 

Then do it. 

V~y (ông) xin di. 

Then request it. 

V~y (ông) drtng bán. 

Then donft sell it. 

V~y (ông) d~ng ãn. 

Then donft eat it. 

V~y (ông) nói di. 

Then say it. 

V~y (ông) drtng l~i. 

Then don f t go o 
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Q. Transrormation Drill 

~ ~ ~ '.' 1. Ong ay muon mua cal do. 

Re wants to buy that. 

20 Ông ãy biet eái dó r~i. 

Re knows that already. 

3. Ông mua eái dó di. 

Buy that. 

4 '.'" ~ • Cal nay tot. 

This is good. 

5. Ông Minh lã trung-tá. 

Mr. Minh is a lieutenant eolonel o 

6. Tôi nói eái dó. 

I said that. 

7. Cái dó ngon lãm. 

That's tasty. 

8. Mãe lfun. 

It's expensive. 

90 Làm eái dó di. 

Do that o 

~ ~ " ~ '.' Ong ay khong muon mua cal do. 

Re doesn't want to buy that. 

Ông ãy ehua biet eái dó. 

Re doesn't know that yet. 

Ông d~ng mua eái dó. 

Don't buy that o 
,.'" A ~ Cal nay khong tot o 

This is not good. 

Ông Minh không phài lã trung-tá. 

Mr. Minh is not a lieutenant eolonelo 

Tôi không nói eái dó. 

I didn't say that. 

Cái dó không ngon lãm. 

That's not tasty. 

Không mãe lfun. 

It's not expensive. 

Dling 1àm eái dó. 

Don't do that. 
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10. Ông Hieu an r~i. 

Mr. Hieu has eaten already. 

11. Dudc. 

It's O.K. 

12. Có nhã thudng b dó. 

There's a hospital there. 

13. 
~ ".{ ;< 

Ong ay muon h9c. 

He wants to study. 

14. 
A ,.( ;< 

Sao ong ay biet? 

How come he knows? 

15. Cái dó lÓ'n 1 fun. 

It's big. 

16. Ông dUng cái nay di. 

Use this. 

17. Dó lã trUdng h9c. 

That's a school. 

18. Sài-Gàn nóng lãm. 

Saigon is hot. 

19. các anh ngôi di. 

Sit. 

Ông Hieu chua an. 

Mr. Hieu hasn't eaten yet. 

Không du?,c. 

It's not O.K. 

Không có nhà thudng b dó. 

There's no hospital there. 

Ông ãy không mu5n hc:c. 

He doesn't want to study. 

" ,.( Â • ,..: 

Sao ong ay khong blet? 

How comes he doesn't know? 

Cái dó không lÓ'n lãm. 

It's not big. 

õ , " , • '" Ong dling dung cal nay. 

Don't use this. 

Dó không phài lã trUdng h9c. 

That's not a school. 

Sài-Gàn không nóng lfun. 

Saigon is not hot. 

các anh d~ng ng~i. 

Don't sit. 
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EXERCISES 

1. Practice the Basic Dialogue, replacing ~ in Sentence 1 with: 

(a) ãn ' eat' 
(b) 

,( 

, drink' uong 

( c) dUng 'use' 

Make any other changes that are appropriate. 

2. Tell Mr. Hai to: 

(a) wait. (g) buy cigarettes. 

(b) sit. ( h) drink wa ter. 

( c) stand. ( i ) eat this. 

( d) go to the village chief's house. ( j ) ask for a gun. 

( e) use this. (k) read that. 

( f) study that. (1 ) do this. 

30 Tell Mro Hai not to do the things listed immediately above o 

4. Ask Mr. Hai: Mro Hai replies that it's because: 

(a) why he doesn't want to buy this. 

(b) why he doesn' t kno'{iv this. 

(c) why he isn1t going to Dalat o 

(d) how come he knows that. 

(e) why he didn't go to Mr. Hieu's house. 

(f) why he doesn't want to eat this o 

he doesn't have any moneyo 

he hasn't studied it yet. 

he doesn't want to goo 

Mr. Minh said it. 

he forgot. 

it isn't tastyo 
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5. Check on whether this is: 

( a) good. ( i) cheap. 

(b) big. ( j ) good or bad. 

( c) long.' (k) hot or cold. 

( d) new. ( 1 ) tasty or not tasty. 

( e) cold. (m) expensive or cheap. 

( f) expensive. (n) old or new. 

(g) tasty. ( o ) long or short. 

( h) hot. (p) big or small. 

Answer each question appropriately. 
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