
LESSON 9 

BASIC DIALOGUE 

Mr. Smith 

meet or encounter or see (peop1e) 

when (in the past)? 

when did you see [him]? 

1. When did you see Mr. Son? 

Mr. Hai 

Sunday 

this past Sunday 

I saw [him] this past Sunday 

I saw [him] at Mr. Binh's house 

2. I saw [him] Sunday at Mr. Binh's house. 

Mr. Smith 

g~p 

"" , hoi nao 

A "'.' ong g~p hOl nao 

6 A ~.' 
Ong g~p ong Sdn hOl nao? 

chÚ.-nhut 

hôm chD.-nhut . 
tôi g~p hôm chD.-nhVt 

tôi g~p d nhà ông Bính 

". '" 'i? 'i?'" , Da tOl g~p hom chu-nhVt â nha ong Blnh. 

when (in the ~uture)? ch~ng nào 

3. When is he going to Nha-Trang? 
" ,,.. ;.( . 

Chung nao ong ay dl Nha-Trang? 

Mr. Hai 

Friday th1.Í 
, 

sau 

4. He's going on Friday. 
, , " ti< • 

D~ thu sau ong ay dl. 

140 



NOTES 

1. Note the contrast in meaning of the verbaIs ~~~ 'see -- i.e. meet up with or encounter a 

person', coi 'see -- i.e. look at something', and thay 'see -- i.e. catch sight of 

someone or something'. 

1,2,3,4. H~i nào 'when?' regularly follows a verbal expression and refers to a past action. 

Conversely, ch~ng nào 'when' regularly precedes a verbal expression and refers to future 

action or repeated action. 

Thus: 
Ông di h~i nào? 'When did you go?' 

Ch~ng nào ông di? 'When are you going to go?' ~ 'When do you go?' 

ln response to such questions, time expressions indicating the time of occurrence of an 

action occur in parallel positions. 

Compare: 
Tôi di hôm ch~-nh~t. 'I went this past Sunday.' 

Ch~-nh~t tôi di. 'I'm going to go on Sunday.' or 'I go on Sundays.' 

Hôm + a day name refers to that day which has most recently gone by, either in the sarne 

week or the preceding week. 

20 G~p 1:J nhà ông Bính 'meet at Mr. Binh's house' • ...... 
GENERAL PATTERN: Action verbal expression + & + place expression = 'action occurs at 

or in the place named' 
-= 

This pattern contrasts with the pattern of goal introduced in Lesson 5, in which the place 

to which motion takes place directly follows a verbal of motion (for example, di vi~t-Nam 

'go to Viet-Nam', di lai dó 'go over there [i.e. to that placeJ', di dâu 'go where? [i.e. = --0-- = 
to what place?J'). -
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Note also the contrast in pairs like: 

Tôi thay nhà ông ay. 'I saw his house.' 

and: Tôi thay b nhà ông ay. 'I saw [something] at his house.' 
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DRILLS 

A. Substitution Dri11 

B. 

1. When did you I see (i.e. encounter) I Mr. Son? 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

Substitution Dri11 

ca11 

ask 

invite 

see (i.e. catch 
sight oi') 

1. When did he see Mr. Son? 

2. He saw Mr. Son yesterday 

3. 1ast week 

4. I 1ast rnonth 

5. 11ast year 

6ng I g~p lông Sdn h~i nào? 

kêu 

h
'2 • 
01 

rndi 
,( 

thay 

6ng ãy g~p ông Sdn I h~i nào I ? 

hôrn qua 
,... , 

tuan trudc 

tháng trudc 

nam ngoái 
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c. 

D. 

Substitution Dri11 

1. He saw Mr. Son this past Sunday I. 
2. Monday 

3. Tuesday 

4. Wednesday 

5. Thursday 

6. Friday 

7. Saturday 

8. What day did he see Mr. Son? 

Response Dri11 

" ",<" '2 '2." 1. Ong g~p ong ay hom chu-nh~t, phal khong? 

You saw him this past Sunday, right? 

" " ",< " " '2." 2. Ong keu co ay hom thu sau, phal khong? 

You ca11ed her this past Friday, right? 

ó ".t '." ,..., ~. A 3. Ong ay mdl ong hom thu ba, phal khong? 

He invited you this past Tuesday, 
right? 

4. Bà ây h6i ông Sdn hôm th~ bàYJ phài không? 

She asked Mr. Son this past Saturday, 
right? 

"",< " "I '2 Ong ay g~p ong Sdn hom chu-nh~t 

th1Í hai 

th1Í ba 

th1Í tu 

th1Í nam 

th1Í sáu 

th1Í bày 

' ,< thu may I? 

Da không (phê.i). (Tôi g~p) hôm th1Í hai. 

No. (I saw [him]) this past Monday. 

Da không (phê.i). (Tôi kêu) hôm th1Í bê.y. 

No. (I ca11ed [her]) this past 
Saturday. 

D~ không (phAi). (Ông ây mdi) hôm th~ tu. 

No. (He invited [me]) this past 
Wednesday. 

Da không (phê.i). (Bà ây h6i) hôm ch~-nhvt. 

No. (She asked [him]) this past 
Sunday. 
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5. ông thãy cái dó hôm th~ tu, phài không? De;. không (phài). (Tôi thãy) hôm th~ nam. 

You saw that this past Wednesday, No. (I saw [it]) this past Thursday. 
right? 

6. ông 1rum cái nay hôm th~ hai, phài không? De;. không (phài). (Tôi 1àm) hôm th~ ba. 

You did this this past Monday, right? No. (I did [i t] ) this past Tuesday. 

7. '-"".t< '.' A '...... ?" Ong ay muq.n cal do hom thu nam, phal khong? De;. không (phài). (Ông ây muq.n) hôm th~ sáu. 

He borrowed that this past Thursday, No. (He borrowed [it]) this past 
right? Friday. 

E. Substitution Dri11 

1. When is he going to Nha-Trang? I Ch~ng nào/ông ây di Nha-Trang? 

2. What day is he going to Nha-Trang? ' ,< Thu may ? 

3. Heis going to Nha-Trang Sunday ChD.-nhut 

4. Wednesday Th1Í tu 

5. Saturday Th1Í bày 

6. tomorrow Mai 

7. next week Tuan tÓ'i 

8. next month Tháng tÓ'i 

9. I next year I I Nam tÓ'i 
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Fo Transformation Drill 

" "Â ,( • 1. Chung nao ong ay dl Nha-Trang? 

When is he going to Nha-Trang? 

~ , A '2 A ;< 

20 Tuan tdi toi hoi ong ay. 

11m going to ask him next week. 

, ~ A ~ A , 

3. Thu may ong ay g~p ong Blnh? 

What day is he going to see 
Mr. Binh? 

4. Th~ bày cô â y dêno 

Shels going to arrive on Saturday. 

50 Nãm tdi ông â y di Vi~t-Nam. 

HeIs going to Viet-Nam next year. 

6. Mai tôi làm cái dó. 

11m going to do that tomorrow. 

70 Tháng tdi ông ây mua xe. 

HeIs going to buya car next month. 

8. Th~ tu ông â y kêu tôi. 

HeIs going to call me on Wednesday. 

F.l. Repeat drill, reversing roles. 

Bng â y di Nha-Trang h~i nào? 
r 

When did he go to Nha-Trang? 

A '2 A ,: ~ , 

Toi hoi ong ay tuan trudc. 

1 asked him last week. 

A,I'( ,.. , ,.. ,,1'( 

Ong ay g~p ong Blnh hom thu may? 

What day did he see Mr. Binh? 

A,t ",.t A , '2 
Co ay den hom thu bay. 

She arrived this past SaturdaYG 

Ông ây di Vi~t-Nam nãm ngoái. 

He went to Viet-Nam last year. 

Tôi làm cái dó hôm qua. 

1 did that yesterday. 

Ông â y mua xe tháng trudc. 

He bought a car last montho 

Ông â y kêu tôi hôm th~ tu. 

He called me this past Wednesdayo 
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G. Response Dri11 (using on1y the two question words h~i nào and ch~ng nào) 
A ~ A A 

1. Ong ay g~p ong Sdn hom qua. 

He saw Mr. Son yesterday. 

2. Mai ông ây di Nha-Trango 

HeIs going to Nha-Trang tomorrow. 

, , A ;< ,;< 

3. Thu sau ong ay den. 

HeIs arriving on Friday. 

4. Ông ây mdi ông Tlnh-Trubng hôm th~ tu. 

He invited the Province Chie~ this 
past Wednesday. 

A".( A"'." 

Ong ay g~p ong Sdn hOl nao? 

When did he see Mr. Son? 

Da (ông ây g~p ông Sdn) hôm qua. 

(He saw Mr. Son) yesterday. 

'" '" A ;t{ • Chung nao ong ay dl Nha-Trang? 

When is he going to Nha-Trang? 

Da mai (ông ây di Nha-Trang). 

(HeIs going to Nha-Trang) tomorrow. 

Ch~ng nào ông ây den? 

When is he arriving? 

Da th~ sáu (ông ây den). 

(HeIs arriving) on Friday. 

,.. ,( '.'" ~ '2 ~.' Ong ay mdl ong Tlnh-Truâng hOl nao? 

When did he invite the Province Chie~? 

Da (ông ây mdi ông Tlnh-Tru&.ng) hôm th~ tu. 

(He invited the Province Chie~) this 
past Wednesday. 

147 



5. Ông Q,u%n-Tru6ng nói cái dó tuan truÓ'c. 

The District Chief said that 1ast 
week. 

60 Th~ hai ông ây cho biêt. 

HeIs going to 1et [us] know on 
Monday. 

7. Ông ây mua cái dó nam ngoái. 

He bought that 1ast year. 

8 0 Ch~-nh~t ông ây bán cái dó. 

HeIs going to se11 that on Sunday. 

Ông Qu%n-Tru&ng nói cái dó h~i nào? 

When did the District Chief say that? 

D~ (ông Qu~n-Tru&.ng nói cái dó) tuan trudc. 

(The District Chief said that) 1ast week. 

, 'A ~ .~ 

Chl.ing nao ong ay cho blet? 

When is he going to 1et [us] know? 

Da th~ hai (ông ay cho biêt). 

(Heis going to 1et [us] know) on Monday. 

Ông ây mua cái dó h~i nào? 

When did he buy that? 

Da (ông ay mua cái dó) nam ngoái. 

(He bought that) 1ast year. 

" ,,, tI"l , '. , Chung nao ong ay ban cal do? 

When is he going to se11 that? 

Da ch~-nh~t (ông ay bán cái dó). 

(HeIs going to se11 that) on Sunday. 
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H. ResEonse Dri11 (using on1y the question word thV may) 

1. 

20 

Ông Bính g~p ông Sdn hôm ch~-nh~to 

Mro Binh saw Mr. Son this past 
Sunday. 

Thv sáu ông Smith di Vi~t-Nam. 

Mr. Smith is going to Viet-Nam on 
Friday. 

30 Ông ay xin cái dó hôm th~ ba. 

He requested that this past 
Tuesday. 

4. Th~ nam ông Tlnh-Tru6ng cho biêt. 

The Province Chief is going 
to let [us] know on Thursday. 

,... ~ A A, II'< 

Ong Blnh g~p ong Sdn hom thu may? 

What day did Mr. Binh see Mr. Son? 

D~ (ông Bính g~p ông Sdn) hôm ch~-nh~t. 

(Mr. Binh saw Mr. Son) this past Sunday. 

Thv may ông Smith di viêt-Nam? 

What day is Mr. Smith going to Viet-Nam? 

D~ thv sáu (ông Smith di vi~t-Nam). 

(Mr. Smith is going to Viet-Nam) on Fri­

Ông ay xin cái dó hôm th~ may? 
day. 

What day did he request that? 

Da (ông ãy xin cái dÓ) hôm thv ba. 

(He requested that) this past Tuesday. 

, ;< A ~ '2 ;< 

Thu may ong Tlnh-Trua.ng cho biet? 

What day is the Province Chief going to 
let [us] know? 

Da th~ nam (ông Tlnh-Tru6ng cho biêt). 

(The Province Chief is going to let [us] 
know) on Thursday. 
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5. Cô ay thay cái dó hôm th~ bày. 

She saw that this past Saturday. 

6 o Th~ tu ông ay cho mu<;ffi. 

HeIs going to Iet [us] borrow it on 
Wednesday. 

7. Ông ay Iàm cái dó hôm th~ hai. 

8. 

He did that this past Monday. 

11 A;l A , 

Chu-nhut ong ay khong dung xe. 

HeIs not going to use the vehicIe on 
Sunday. 

~ ~ ~ '. , A , ~ 

Co ay thay cal do hom thu may? 

What day did she see that? 

Da (cô ây thây cái dó) hôm th~ bày. 

(She saw that) this past Saturday. 

, ~ A ~ 

Thu may ong ay cho mu<;ffi? 

What day is he going to Iet Cus] borrow 
it? 

D~ th~ tu (ông ay cho mU?h). 

(HeIs going to let [us] borrow it) on 
Wednesday. 

ó ,.c " '. ,,, ,,.( 
Ong ay Iam cal do hom thu may? 

What day did he do that? 

Da (ông ay Iàm cái dó) hôm th~ hai. 

(He did that) this past Monday. 
, ~ A ~ A , 

Thu may ong ay khong dung xe? 

What day isnlt he going to use the 
vehicle? 

D~ ch~-nh~t (ông ay không dUng xe). 

(HeIs not going to use the vehicIe) on 
Sunday. 
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I. Substitution Drill 

1. He saw Mr. Son at Mr. Binh's house. 

2. He saw Mr. Son here. 

3. He saw Mr. Son t'here. 

4. He saw Mr. Son over there. 

5. He saw Mr. Son in Viet-Nam. 

6. He saw Mr. Son in Saigon. 

7. He saw Mr. Son on Doc-Lap Street. 

8. He saw Mr. Son at the ~1ajestic Hotel. 

9. Where did he see l-1r. Son? 

10. Which hotel did he see Mr. Son at? 

J. Substitution Drill 

1. I saw (i.e. encountered) [him] at 
Mr. Binh's house. 

2. I saw [it] (or caught sight of him) 
at Mr. Binhfs house. 

3. I ate [it] at Mr. Binh's house. 

4. I drank [it] at Mr. Binh's house. 

5. I forgot [it] at Mr. Binh's house. 

6. I waited at Mr. Binh's house. 

7. I sat in l-~. Binh's house. 

8. I listened to [it] at Mr. Binh's 
house. 

Ông ây g~p ông Sdn li I nhà ông Bính. 

Tôi I g~p 

thây 

ãn 

,< 
uong 

" quen 

ddi 

'" . ngol 

nghe 

dây. 

dó. 

dkg kia. 

viêt-Nam. . 
Sài-Gon. 

dl.idng Dªc-L~p. 

khách-s~n Majestic. 

dâu? 

khách-san nào? . 

li nhà ông Bính. 



K. Transformation Drill 

1. Ông ay di Vi~t-Namo /h?c/ 
A,-.( 2. Â 

Ong ay hoc d Vlet-Nam. 

He's going to Viet-Nam. He's studying in Viet-Nam. 

2. Tôi kêu khách-s~n Majestic. /dCji/ Tôi dCji b khách-s~n Majestic. 

I'm going to cal1 the Majestic I'm going to wait at the Majestic Hotel. 
Hotel. 

3. Ông di dâu? /thay/ 
A '<? A 
Ong thay d dau? 

Where did you go? Where did you see it? 

4. .,... ,< ;< A 

Mal ong ay den day. /nói/ 
• A ;< '. 2 ,.,. Mal ong ay nOl d day. 

He's coming here tomorrow o He's going to speak here tomorrow. 

5. Ông l~i dó chua? /h6i/ 
A ??, 
Ong hOl d do chua? 

Have you gone there yet? Have you asked there yet? 

6. Ông ay biet ti~m an nào? /an/ "",< ?A " Ong ay an d tlem an nao? 

Which restaurant does he know? Which restaurant is he eating at? 

70 Lai dãng kia di. /dvng/ Dvng b dãng kia di. 

Go over there. Stand over there. 

8. Dling l~i dâyo /ng~i/ " "'. ~ " Dung ngol d day .. 

Don't come over here. Don't sit here .. 

152 



L. Substitution Drill 

lo He went to saigono 

2. He saw it in Saigon. 

3. He saw it at Mro Son's house. 

4. He went to Mr. Son's house. 

5. He went to the Majestic Hotel. 

6. He ate at the Majestic Hotel o 

7. He ate here. 

8 0 He came here o 

90 He went to the Popular Forces camp. 

10 0 He waited at the Popular Forces camp. 

M. Response Dril1 

1. Mai ông ây di Nha-Trang o 

He's going to Nha-Trang tomorrow. 

A A • '. , Ong ay dl Sal-Gono 

,.. ,c ,c ~ '. , 
Ong ay thay ti Sal-Gon • 
.... ,c ,c ~ , .... 
Ong ay thay ti nha ong Sdn o 
A ;< • • "A 

Ong ay dl 1~1 nha ong Sdno 

Ông â y di l~i khách-s~n Majestic. 

Ông ây ãn & khách-s~n Majestico 
,..,c ~ A 

Ong ay ãn ti day. 

Ông â y l~i dây. 

A ;< • '" ,.., ,.. 
Ong ay 1~1 don Nghla-Quan. 

A ;< .~ "'" "'fI A 

Ong ay d~l ti don Nghla-Quan. 

• A ,,{ • " Mal ong ay dl dau? 

Where is he going tomorrow? 

D~ mai ông ây di Nha-Trango 

He's going to Nha-Trang tomorrow. 
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2. Ông ây mua cái dó & vi~t-Nam. 
He bought that in Viet-Nam. 

30 Ông Minh d~i & khách-s~n. 
Mro Minh is waiting at the hote1o 

4. Th~ bày ông ây dên Sài-Gono 

HeIs going to arrive in Saigon on 
Saturday. 

5. Ông ây mu5n di 1ai dóo 

He wants to go there. 

6. Cô Liên ng~i & dãng kia o 

Miss Lien is sitting over there. 

...,< , • , '? ... 
Ong ay mua cal do a dau? 

Where did he buy that? 

,,;< '.'?" Da ong ay mua cal do a Vlet-Nam. 

He bought that in Viet-Nam. 

Ông Minh ddi & dâu? 

Where is Mr. Minh waiting? 

Da ông Minh d~i & khách-s~n. 
Mr. Minh is waiting at the hote1 o 

, '? ... ,< .-< ... 
Thu bay ong ay den dau? 

Where is he going to arrive on 
saturday? 

, '? ... ,< ,< '. , 

D~ thu bay ong ay den Sal-Gon. 

HeIs going to arrive in Saigon on Satur-

A ;< ~ • " Ong ay muon dl dau? 
day. 

Where does he want to go? 

A ;< ;< • • , 

Da ong ay muon dl l~l do. 

He wants to go there o 

A • A "'. '2 " Co Llen ngol a dau? 

Where is Miss Lien sitting? 

" . ,... "'.?" . Da co Llen ngol a dãng kla o 

Miss Lien is sitting over thereo 
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EXERCI SES 

1. Practice the Basic Dialogue, introducing variations in where Mr. Son was seen (Sentence 2), 

where he is going (Sentence 3), and when he is going there (Sentence 4). 

2. Practice asking and answering questions pertaining to when someone went or is going to go to 

particular places. 

3. Find out from Mr. Minh: Mr. Minh replies: 

a. where he bought his car. that he bought it in Saigon. 

b. when he is going to Nha-Trapg. that he is going next week. 

c. which hotel he is ate that he is at the Majestic. 

d. when he called the Province Chief. that he called him on Friday. 

4. Verify with Mr. Minh: Mr. Minh replies: 

a. whether he saw the District Chief 
on Monday. 

b. whether he is going to the Popular 
Forces camp on Wednesday. 

c. whether he is going to call next week. 

d. whether he invited Mr. Son yesterday. 

no, that he saw him on Tuesday. 

no, that he already went on Saturday. 

yes, that he will call on Monday. 

no, that he hasn't invited him yet; he will 
invite him tomorrow. 
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