Ch voi con G Ban Pon*-1983

*Also called Buén Pén in D3k L3k Province.

*Con goi 14 Buon Don (Tinh Dk Lik) The Baby Elephant of Ban Dén
Pham Tuyén
Version 2 / Phién ban 2 Arr. W. Hickox, 2026.06.08
**f dé folk-song style:
**Phong céch dan ca Fidé
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Cht1 voi con 6 ban Dén

Pham Tuyén

Cht voi con & Ban Don,

Chua c6 nga nén con tré con.

TU rirng gia cht dén v6i ngudi

R&t ham an vdi lai ham chai.

Voi con 6i! voi con gdi!

Mau 16n 1én c6 déi nga to.
Co slrc di kh&p mién rimg xa,
Kéo g0 cho budn lang cua ta.

Chi voi con théat 14 khon,

Quen thiu nhi khap vung Ban Dén.

Dau gét gu, ltac 13c chiée voi,

Khéo dung dua theo nhip chiéng vui!

Voi con 01! voi con di!

Mau 16n 1én ¢6 than minh to.
Khép chén Tay Nguyén con nhiéu voi.

Gop slc xay buén lang dep tuoi.

Voi di! voi oi!

**Phong cach dan ca Edé:

Ngudi Edé 1a mdt trong nhifng dan tdc sinh s6ng & ving Tay
Nguyén cla Viét Nam, ddc biét gan lién v4i tinh Dak Lak. Van
héa truyén thdng cla ho c6 méi lién hé sau sic véi ddi séng
buén lang, 1& hdi, truyén thong truyén miéng va Am vang cla
cOng chiéng, mOt phan quan trong trong khéng gian vin hoéa
cobng chiéng Tay Nguyén da dugc UNESCO coéng nhén. Trong
ban phdi nay, “phong cach dan ca Edé” ggi 1én tinh chat tuoi
sang, giau nhip diéu va khodng dat, 18y cdm hing tU tinh than

am nhac cla vung Tay Nguyén.
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The Baby Elephant of Ban D6n
Pham Tuyén

The baby elephant in Ban Dén

Has no tusks yet, so he is still young.

From the deep forest, he came to live with people,
Very fond of eating and also fond of playing.

Baby elephant, oh baby elephant,

Grow up quickly and have a pair of big tusks.

Be strong enough to travel through the far forests,
Hauling wood for our village.

The baby elephant is very clever,

Familiar with children all around Ban Dén.

He nods his head and swings his trunk,

Gracefully swaying to the rhythm of the joyful gongs.

Baby elephant, oh baby elephant,

Grow up quickly and have a big strong body.

Throughout the Central Highlands, there are still many elephants,
Joining their strength to build beautiful villages.

Oh, elephant, oh elephant...
**fide folk-song style:

The Edé are one of the ethnic groups of Vietnam’s Central Highlands,
especially associated with D3k L3k Province. Their traditional culture is
closely connected with village life, festivals, oral tradition, and the resonant
sound of gongs, which are central to the UNESCO-recognized gong culture
of the Central Highlands. In this arrangement, “Edé folk-song style”
suggests a bright, rhythmic, open-air character inspired by the musical
spirit of TAy Nguyén.



