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Burning Leaves in the Courtyard—1974
from the collection Bé Ca (Children’s Songs)

Pham Duy
EPiano Arr. W. Hickox, 2025.12.22
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Feel free to share and perform this arrangement for personal or educational use, with credit to the arranger.
If you wish to use it commercially or for profit, please contact the arranger for permission and inclusion.
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DOt La Trén San (Bé ca 6)
Sang tdac: Pham Duy — 1974

1. Néu bé yéu anh, anh mGi dén &
Dudi méi tho s, noi vuln xanh co
Ngay thi chia nhau sach doc, méi cii
P& chiéu con ra tudi vudn, quét 14
Quét 14 trén san, vun thanh ddng nhoé
Bé s€ cho anh cai quyén nhém 1(ra
Mat trdi da tan gilfa chi€u ém gi6
MOt ngay ra di v6i mOt chiéu mo

DK: Khéi, khéi 1én nhd hoi

Khoi 1én nhe hdi, khéi 1én 13 loi
Khéi, khéi 1én day voi

Khoéi 1én ta toi, khéi 1én mu khoi
Khéi, khéi 1én dep ng0i

2. Bé c6 biét khong, khéi md sdc hué

Khéi trdng khoi 1én ky niém ém nhe

Ngay nao xa x6i, ciing nhé nhu bé

Ngay con me cha, nhifng chiéu d6t 14

Khéi nhdc cho anh nhifng ngay vui khoe
Bong déng qué huong, nhirng chang trai tré
Hinh anh quay td, canh dong thom laa
Nhac hanh quéan xa trén néo dubng ta

3.D6t 14 trén san, nhd tirmg dom 10ra
Bén nudc dém xua, chuyén do neo ngl
MOt bai dan ca am long qué ci

Ngot ngao 16i ru, mdi tinh ngan xua
DOt 14 trén san, khéi mG cay toa

Nudc mét rung rung, anh nhiéu mac cd
Ngon 1ra 1am anh mat m& thuong nhé
Chi lam cho em m4 hOng dep them

Burning Leaves in the Courtyard (Children’s Songs No. 6)
Pham Duy - 1974

1. If you love me, little one, come live with me,

Beneath a humble roof, where the garden grows green.

By day we’ll share our books, old and new alike,

So that in the afternoon we may water plants and sweep leaves.
We sweep the yard, gathering leaves into small piles,

And you will grant me the right to light the fire.

The sun dissolves into the gentle afternoon breeze,

One day departing into a dream-filled dusk.

Refrain: Smoke, smoke rising so softly,

Smoke drifting lightly, smoke swaying lazily.
Smoke, smoke rising full then thin,

Smoke scattering, smoke fading into the distance.
Smoke, smoke rising beautifully bright.

2. Do you know, little one, the smoke dims the hue of lilies,

White smoke stirs tender memories.

Those distant days were once as small as you,

When mother and father were there, on afternoons of burning leaves.
The smoke reminds me of strong and joyful days,

Of my homeland’s silhouettes, of young men in their prime.

Images of spinning wheels, rice fields fragrant with grain,

And marching songs echoing along our long roads.

3. Burning leaves in the yard, remembering every glowing ember,
The old riverside at night, a moored ferry drifting into sleep.

A folk song warms the heart of the old village,

Sweet lullabies, loves from a thousand years ago.

Burning leaves in the yard, smoke blurring and stinging the eyes,
Tears well up—I grow shy with emotion.

The flames cloud my vision with longing and memory,

Yet only make your cheeks glow rosier and more beautiful.



