Pua Bé Dén TruGng — Bé Ca No. 5

Taking My Child to and from School

from the collection Bé Ca (Children’s Songs) Pham Duy
Allegretto, semplice e tranquillo J=112 EPiano Arr. W. Hickox, 2025.12.21
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Dua Bé Dén Trudng (Bé ca 5)
Sang tdac: Nhac Pham Duy
Tho: Pao Van Truong — 1974

1. Dua bé dén trudng bédng xe anh dap
Khi budc ra dudng binh minh mdi lén
Ba mé da khuyén minh nén di s6m
Em héy leo 1én d€ anh di lién!

Dua bé dén trudng tUf noi xém hep

Qua nhing con dudng vong quanh di quen
Ra tdi cong vién ngya xe nhu nudc

Len gilta ddm déng chat nhu déng ném

Trén xe, trén xe em noéi huyén thuyén

Bao nhiéu, bao nhiéu chuyén c6 tich tién
Anh tuy nghe luén, anh van quén lién
Théi em, thoi em, con ddc nghiéng nghiéng
Anh dang leo 1én nghet thd dirng tim

Em im di cho anh géng anh dap!

Xe lin bon bon, chuéng badm kinh coong
DPang di em xin nglng lai gbc xoan

Cho em gio tay em hai hoa dep

Thoi em, théi em, ta hay di mau

Khong ai, khong ai chd dgi bé dau

Anh nghe nhu chuéng noi mai trudng reo

2. Doén bé ra trudng, chiéu mua hoang lanh
Manh 4o toi trim c em 13n anh

Thuong chiéc xe xanh, nho xinh uGt 4t
Nhung dm trong tim hdi chudng gido dudng

Doén bé ra trudng, chiéu mua xam xit

Di gilfa hai hang dén dém ding im

Em bé co ro ngbi 6m tay l4i

Anh cling so vai cong lung ti€n lén
Nhung em khong quén em néi, em khoe:
“Hém nay c6 cho mudi diém, thich ghé!”

Nhung déi tai anh ddu c¢6 nghe gi
Théi em, thdi em, khi nudc mua tuén
Xe dang di trén duGng hep dat tron
Em im di cho anh gdng anh dap!

Xe di loanh quanh, mua xu6ng nhanh nhanh
Chén anh, chan em tran ngdp nudc ving
Anh em ca 1én cho dG run lanh

Ca lén, ca lén cAu hat anh em

Ta thuong yéu nhau, d0i 14 céi tién

Nay mai xa nhau, ky niém chang quén!

3. Pua dén em bdng mdt xe mép mep
Pua d6n em bang tinh anh v6i em
Dua d6n em sao ma vui tha thiét
Dua dén em nhu 1a dua ngudi tinh

Mai m6t em thanh ngudi trong x4 hoi
ChUc 16n sang giau, n6i danh khdp noi
Em c6 di choi bng xe hoi méi

Xin ch@ cén xe dap cla anh, bé oi!

Taking My Child to and from School (Children’s Songs No. 5)

Music: Pham Duy
Poem: Pao Van Truong (1974)

1.1 take my child to school on my bicycle,

When we step outside, the dawn is just breaking.
Mom and Dad reminded me we should leave early—
“Climb on, little one, so I can pedal right away!”

I take my child to school from our narrow alley,
Along winding roads we’ve come to know so well.
Out by the park, traffic flows like water,

We weave through the crowd, packed tight as can be.

On the bike, on the bike, you chatter nonstop,
So many, so many fairy tales and dreams.
Though I listen, I forget them right away.
Hush now, hush now—the slope is steep ahead;
I'm climbing hard, my breath tight in my chest,
Please be quiet and let me keep pedaling!

The wheels roll fast, the bell rings “ding ding,”
Midway you ask me to stop by the chinaberry tree.
You reach up, picking flowers you find pretty.
Hush now, hush now—we really must go on;

No one, no one is waiting for you there.

I hear it already—the school bell ringing out.

2. I pick you up from school, a cold lonely rainy afternoon,
One poncho covering both you and me.

Poor little blue bicycle, soaked and shining wet,

Yet warm in our hearts—the church bell’s echo.

I pick you up from school, a gray and gloomy rain,
We pass rows of streetlights standing still at night.
You curl up small, hugging the handlebars,

I hunch my shoulders, bent low, pushing on.

But you don’t forget—you talk, you boast:
“Today the teacher gave me a ten—how great!”
But my ears don’t hear a thing at all.

Hush now, hush now—the rain pours down,
The road is narrow, slippery with mud.

Please be quiet and let me keep pedaling!

The bike circles on, the rain falls harder,

Your feet and mine splashed through rising water.
We sing together to keep from shaking cold,

Sing on, sing on—our shared little song.

We love each other; life feels like paradise.
Someday we'll part—but memories won’t fade.

3.1 take you to and from school on a battered bike,
I take you to and from school with my love for you.
Taking you along fills my heart with joy,

Taking you along, like escorting a beloved.

Someday you’ll grow, take your place in society,
With high position, wealth, and fame everywhere.
If you ride about one day in a brand-new car,
Please don’t run over my bicycle, dear child!



