Em con nhé hay em da quén
Do You Still Remember, or Have You Forgotten?

Trinh Cong Son
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Em con nhé hay em da quén
Trinh Céng Son

1. Em con nhd hay em da quén?
Nhd Sai gon mua rdi chgt ndng

Nhd phd xua quen biét tén ban chan
Nhd dén dudng tUng dém thao thic
Sang che em vom 14 me xanh.

Em con nhG hay em da quén?

Bén hang x6m d6i khi ghé tham
C6 hai mua van di vé

C6 con dudng ndm nghe ndng mua

Em ra di noi nay van thé

L4 van xanh trén con dudng nhé
Vudn xua van c6 tiéng me ru

C6 ti€ng em tho

Cé chut ndng trong tiéng ga trua.

Em con nhG hay em da quén?

Nhdé duGng dai qua cau lai n6i

Nhd nhitng con kénh n6i hai giong song
Nhd ngua thd ngoai 6 xa ving

NO&i x6n xao hang quén dém dém.

Em con nhG hay em da quén?
Trong long ph6 mua dém tréi chan
Dudi hién nha nudc dang tran
Ph6 bdng 1a dong séng ubn quanh.

2. Em con nhG hay em da quén?
Nh@ Sai gon nhing chiéu nggp gi6
La hat nhu mua su6t con dudng di
C6 mdt dudng vang hoa nhu gdm
C6 khong gian mau 4o bay 1én.

Em con nhG hay em da quén?

Khi chiéu xulng bén séng nudc 1én
En né dua gilta ph6 nha

C6 ndng vang lac trén 16i di.

Em ra di noi nay van th&

Van c6 em trong tim clia me
Thanh phS van c6 nhifg udc mo
Van sOng thi€t tha

Vén 18p lanh hoa trén dudng di

Em con nhé hay em da quén?

Nhd Sai gon nhiing chiéu gap g6
Nhd mén dn quen nhé ly ché thom
Nhé ban beé chao nhau quen tiéng
PhG em qua gach ngéi quen tén.

Em con nh6 hay em da quén ?
Qué nha d6 bao ndm c6 em
Cé6 bong dira c6 cau ho

C6 con do chd mua nang di.

Em con nhG hay em da quén?

Do You Still Remember, or Have You Forgotten?
Trinh Céng Son

1. Do you still remember, or have you forgotten?

Remember Saigon, where rain suddenly turns to sunshine,
Remember the old streets that knew the sound of your footsteps,
Remember the streetlights staying awake through every night,
And mornings sheltering you beneath green tamarind leaves.

Do you still remember, or have you forgotten?
Sometimes visiting the neighbors nearby,

Where two seasons still come and go,

Where a road lies listening to sunshine and rain.

You have gone away, but this place remains the same.
The leaves are still green along the little road,

The old garden still echoes with a mother’s lullaby,
With the voices of children,

And a little sunlight in the rooster’s midday call.

Do you still remember, or have you forgotten?
Remember the long roads connected by bridges,
Remember the canals joining two rivers,
Remember the packhorses in the distant outskirts,
And the nightly bustle of the cafés and food stalls.

Do you still remember, or have you forgotten?

In the heart of the city, nighttime rain holds your footsteps back.
Beneath the eaves, the water rises and overflows,

And suddenly the streets become a winding river.

2. Do you still remember, or have you forgotten?
Remember Saigon’s afternoons filled with wind,
Leaves singing like rain all along the road,

The pavement golden with flowers like brocade,
And the open air alive with fluttering colors.

Do you still remember, or have you forgotten?
When evening falls and the river begins to rise,
Swallows play among the city streets and houses,
And golden sunlight wanders across the path.

You have gone away, but this place remains the same.
You are still present in your mother’s heart.

The city still carries its dreams,

Still lives with passion,

And flowers still sparkle along its streets.

Do you still remember, or have you forgotten?

Remember Saigon’s afternoons of meeting friends,

Remember familiar dishes and fragrant cups of sweet dessert,
Remember friends greeting one another in familiar voices,

And the streets you passed, whose bricks and rooftops you knew by name.

Do you still remember, or have you forgotten?

That homeland where you lived for so many years,

With the shadows of coconut palms and traditional songs,
And a little ferry carrying sunshine and rain.

Do you still remember, or have you forgotten?



